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OWNER & CHAIRMAN 


ARTHUR BLANK... 


 — — /_ 


for his diverse businesses. Named by ESPN as the 2021 Sports Philanthropist of the Year, 
Blank is a tireless advocate of using purpose and profit hand-in-hand to benefit the 
communities around him. Blank has been distinguished by Forbes as one of the World's 100 Greatest 
Living Business Minds 2017, Sports Business Journal's Executive of the Year 2018 and Sports Business 
>» Journal's one of the SO Most Influential People in Sports 2016, 2017, 2018. 


e@ > In addition to the Blank Family Foundation, Blank’s Family of Businesses includes the Atlanta 


P erhaps best known as co-founder of The Home Depot, Arthur Blank is now widely recognized 


Falcons and Atlanta United; the nationwide PGA TOUR Superstore; three ranches in Montana, 
Mountain Sky Guest Ranch, West Creek Ranch and Paradise Valley Ranch; and Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium, which hosted the 2019 Super Bowl and is home to the Falcons and Atlanta United. 
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In 2020, Blank released his book Good Company, a 
National best-seller, highlighting how the core val 
successfully used to the build The Home Depot can be 
applied to varying businesses. Blank believes in the 
importani 
personally. In addition to the company’s finat 
during his 23 ith The Home 
donated more than $113 million to communities, whil 
associates participated in hun¢ thousands of hours 
of volunteer time. Blank is applying the same business 

‘umen and values in building his compe successful 
and community-oriented businesses today. 


Blank is dedicated to his own giving back. Since 1995. 
the Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation has granted more 
than $800 million, and will significantly accelerate the 
impact of its philanthropy over the next 10+ years in 


its new collective areas of giving, which Include Youth 

Development, Democracy, and Environment. The 

foundation also leads giving programs for each of the 

for-profit businesses in Blank’s portfolio. Through his 

Foundation and businesses, Blank has donated nearly 
million to COVID-19 pandemic relief 


A native of Queens, NY., Blank received a B.S, Degree 
in Business Administration with Distinction from Babson 
College. Blank resides in Atlanta, Georgia and is the fathe 
of six children and has six grandchildren. Consistent with 
the way he approaches work and life, his favorite T-shirt 
appropriately reads, “There is no finish line 
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EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT 


VICE CHAIRMAN AMBSE 
STEVE CANNON 


group under the Arthur M. Blank Family of Businesses. In this capacity, Cannon, working closely with 
‘owner and Chairman, Arthur M. Blank, has responsibility for the overall business strategy, oversight 
of AMBSE, and key strategic erowth initiatives. 


gS tephen Cannon serves as vice chairman, AMB Sports and Entertainment (AMBSE), a for-profit holding 


Named among Atlanta Business Chronicles 2019 Most Admired CEO's, Cannon began his career with AMBSE 
as chief executive officer assuming the day-to-day leadership of Mercedes-Benz Stadium (MBS), Atlanta Falcons 
Football Club, United Soccer Properties and PGA TOUR Superstore. Prior to joining AMBSE in 2016, Cannon 
served as president and chief executive officer of Mercedes-Benz USA (MBUSA) and was responsible for leading 
operations that generated record sales with annual revenues exceeding $20 billion. 


In his current position, Cannon continues oversight of Atlanta United of Major League Soccer, Atlanta United 
joined Major League Soccer in 2017 and won the 2018 MLS Cup in just its second season, the earliest anexpansion 
team has won the title since 1998. The club has set multiple league records including season tickets sales, 
single-season average, and total home attendance. Cannon was named to the MLS Board of Governors in 2017, 


Cannon has led the evolution of Mercedes-Benz Stadium (MBS) since its doors opened in August 2017, 
Home to the Atlanta Falcons and Atlanta United, MBS has hosted a record-setting number of large sports and 
entertainment events including Super Bowl Lili in 2019, the College Football Playoff Championship game in 2018 
and will host NCAA Men's Final Four in March 2020, MBS has most recently been selected for the 2025 College 
Football National Championship, the only stadium to host twice, and the 2026 FIFA World Cup. 


Under Cannon's leadership, MBS was the first professional sports stadium in North America to achieve LEED Platinum Certification by the United States Green 
Building Council and MBS Food & Beverage Experience was honored as Sports Breakthrough of the Year 2018 by Sports Business Journal for its record-breaki 
affordable fan friendly pricing. In 2023, MBS became the first stadium worldwide to receive TRUE Platinum Certification for Zero Waste. 


Cannon was the 2020 Atlanta Falcons’ Salute to Service Award nominee and, among the top-three nominees across the 32 NFL teams, has led efforts to make the 
Atlanta Falcons’ military outreach efforts the benchmark in the NFL. In 2018, Cannon and Falcons Head Coach Dan Quinn spearheaded the first NFL team-directed 
USO Tour, visiting soldiers at various bases throughout Iraq and Kuwait. A tireless supporter of America’s military and military families, Cannon, alongside his fellow 
West Point classmates, founded the Johnny Mac Soldiers fund in 2014, The organization honors military service and sacrifice by providing scholarships to veterans 
and military family members, particularly children of our nation’s fallen and disabled. What began as a small effort to help one fallen classmate's family has grown 
into an organization that has raised more than $17 million. Cannon also serves on the national board of directors for TAPS (Tragedy Assistance Program for Survivors) 
and, most recently, as Board Chair for Avalon Action Alliance. 

Cannon graduated with honors from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1986 and was Airborne Ranger qualified and served as First Lieutenant 
in West Germany during the fall of the Iron Curtain. During his time in the Army he also served five years as an artillery officer. A two-time lettered wrestler at West 
Point, The National Wrestling Hall of Fame named Cannon the 2019 Outstanding American, an honor given to leaders who have used the disciplines of wrestling to 
launch distinguished careers in other walks of life. 


Cannon and his wife, Ann, reside in Atlanta and are the parents of nine children. 
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EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT 


CEO - AMBSE; CEO - ATLANTA FALCONS 
RICH MCKAY 


a fixture in the National Football League for more than 30 years. One of the League's most influential 

lexecutives, McKay joined the Atlanta Falcons in 2004. During McKay's tenure, the Falcons have been 
to the playoffs seven times, been to three NFC Championship games and participated in Super Bowl LI. McKay 
was hired by Owner and Chairman Arthur M. Blank in 2004 and served his first four years as the team’s general 
manager. He was promoted to president and chief executive officer in 2011. That same year, national columnist 
and creator of Monday Morning Quarterback (MMQB), Peter King, named McKay number 10 out of the 100 
most influential people in the NFL. In 2019, The Athletic put McKay in The NFL's 100 most influential business 
people of all-time. 


is hief Executive Officer of AMBSE and Chief Executive Officer of Atlanta Falcons, Rich McKay, has been 


McKay was promoted to his latest role in January, 2023, with new Falcons President Greg Beadles and AMBSE 
President Tim Zulawski, as well as the leaders of AMBSE shared services, all reporting to McKay. Reporting directly 
to Blank Family of Businesses Owner and Chairman Arthur M. Blank in his Falcons CEO role, McKay maintains 
day-to-day oversight of football operations, with Falcons’ Head Coach Arthur Smith and Terry Fontenot, the 
team’s general manager, continuing to report to him 


McKay played a central role in the development, opening and operation of Mercedes-Benz Stadium in addition 
tohis Falcons duties. With the stadium built and operating with a best-in-class leadership team, led by then- 


EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT 


‘AMBSE CEO Steve Cannon, McKay returned his focus to a larger role in the operation of the Falcons with the Falcons head coach and general manager reporting to 
hhim. Heed the 2021 search that resulted in Smith being named the Falcons’ 18th head coach and Fontenot being named the organization's Tith general manager, 


McKay was the point person in the negotiation, development and building of Mercedes-Benz Stadium, a process that began in earnest in 2008. Working closely 
with Blank, the city of Atlanta, thestate of Georgia and the Georgia World Congress Center Authority, McKay Helped to secure approval and financing for Mercedes- 
Benz Stadium and created a true public-private partnership. The club broke ground on Mercedes-Benz Stadium on May 19, 2014, and it was completed in August of 
2017 and serves as the home of the Atlanta Falcons and Atlanta United. He is the only executive to have led two successful stadium negotiations (Atlanta and Tampa 
Bay)sIn April of 2014, McKay was named President of AMB Sports & Entertainment (AMBSE) which oversees the Falcons, Atlanta United and Mercedes-Benz Stadium, 


McKay has served as a member of the NFL's Competition Committee since 1994, which js longer than any member has ever served since the committee's inception 
In 1968. He has led the committee as co-chairman (1998-201?) or chairman (2011-current) since 1998. The committee is comprised of NFL head coaches and League 
executives who study the game and recommend rule changes and modifications to ensure player safety while promoting competitiveness. The Competition Committee 
hhas recommended and passed over fifty (50) player safety rules changes since 2002. In addition to his commitment to advancing the game, McKay has been involved 
in the negotiation of collective bargaining agreements with the National Football League Players Association and was highly invalved in the negotiations that led to 
the ten year collective bargaining agreement signed in 2011 and the newest ten year agreement that was executed in 2021. 


Prior to joining the Falcons, McKay spent 10 years with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, serving as general manager. While serving as general manager for Tampa Bay. 
(1994-2003) and Atlanta (2004-2008), McKay was the architect of a Super Bow! winning team (Super Bowl XXXVIl) as well as six teams that reached the playoffs and 
three that advanced to the NFC Championship game. During his 15 seasons in the General Manager role, his teams compiled an overall record of 112-96 with a playoff 
record of 6-5. As a GM, McKay worked with three different NFL head coaches who have guided their respective teams to NFC Championship games ~Tony Oungy in 
1999 with Tampa Bay, Jon Gruden in 2002 with Tampa Bay and jim Mora in 2004 with Atlanta, 


McKay's personnel scouting acumen was a successful formula which produced 59 players that played in the Pro Bowl during his time as an NFL General Manager. 
McKay showed his eye for talent when he drafted eight players in the 1997 draft class that went on to play a combined 1,175 games, with 772 starts overtthelr careers, 
Those players helped contribute to Tampa Bay's 41 Pro Bow! selections between 1997 through 2002, which were the most in the NFL. To put it into perspective, the 
Buccaneers only hiad 19 Pro Bowl selections in the first 21 years of their history leading up to 1997. 


One of McKay's proudest accomplishments is that 11 of his former lieutenants have risen through the ranks to sitin the general manager's chair at other NFL franchises, 


While many of the players McKay drafted developed into Pro Bowl performers on the field, several have been stars in their community, Atlanta Falcons Limited 
Partner Warrick Dunn, whom McKay drafted in 1997 with Tampa Bay, was the recipient of the 2004 Walter Payton/NFL Man of the Vear award, This award is presented 
annually to the NFL's most philanthropic player. Derrick Brooks, who was also a draft selection of McKay's, was also a co-recipient of the award in 2000, 


The McKay family is one of the most successful football families with substantial roots in both the collegiate and professional game. Rich's late father, the legendary 
John McKay, led the University of Southern California Trojans to four national championships in 16 seasons. In 2019, ESPN ran alist of the 150 greatest teams in college 
football's 150-year history and McKay had four of the top 70 teams and the 3rd ranked team of all time. 


Rich's older brother .K. Mckay, was a starting wide receiver for the Trojans and part of two natlonal championship teams (1972 & 1974) in addition to playing in three 
Rose Bowl games while playing for his father. The third generation of McKay's in the football business won a Super Bow! in 2021, Rich's son, john, is the Director of Pro 
Scauting for the Super Bowl Champion Los Angeles Rams, Between the four McKay's, they have won six national championships, participated as a player or coach in 
12 Rose Bowls, participated as a coach, player or tearm executive in seven NFL conference championship games, won two National Collegiate Coach of the Year Awards, 
won one XFL Championship as a general manager, and won one Super Bowl as a general manager and one as a Director of Pro Personnel, 


Both Coach McKay and Rich McKay saw their first draft picks selected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Lee Ray Selmon was the first pick for john Mckay as ahead 
coach of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers in 1976 while Warren Sapp was the first pick for Rich McKay in 1995, After the enshrinement of Sapp and Derrick Brooks, Rich 
McKay became the first and only general manager in NFL history to have his first two draft picks go on ta be first-ballot members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 


McKay eared his bachelor’s degree in Economics in 1981 from Princeton University, graduated from Stetson’s College of LaW in 1984, clerked for two years for 
Tampa’s U.S. District judge William Terrell Hodges, and was inducted into the Stetson Law Hall of Fame on November 2014. McKay worked at the Tampa law firm of 
Hill, Ward, and Henderson, P.A., from 1986-1992 where he served as General Counsel for the Buccaneers. Born March 16, 1959, in Eugene, Oregon, McKay grew up in 
Los Angeles and Tampa, graduating from Tampa's Jesuit High School, 


As an avid long-distance runner, Rich has participated in and finished six marathons including two New York City Marathons, an Atlanta Marathon, and the Los 
Angeles in Marathon in 2013 and in 2016, and the 2019 San Diego marathon. 


McKay and his wife, Terrin, have two sons; Hunter, a 2012 graduate of Samford University in Birmingham, Alabama who is employed in the Sports Infarmation Office at 
Kennesaw State University in Kennesaw, Ga., and John, a 2015 graduate of the University of Southern California is the director of pro scouting for the Los Angeles Rams, 
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GENERAL MANAGER 
TERRY FONTENOT 


GENERAL MANAGER 


jerry Fontenot was named general manager of the Atlanta Falcons on Jan. 19, 2021 


Fontenot joined the Falcons after spending the previous 18 seasons as a member of the New Orleans 

Saints organization, He worked his way through the organization's ranks, starting out as a marketing 
intern before switching to the scouting department and climbing the ladder from intern to pro scout, and 
eventually advancing to vice president/assistant general manager of pro personnel. 


In New Orleans, Fontenot served as a close confidant for general manager Mickey Loomis and managed the 
pro personnel department include player acquisitions and evaluating players. With Fontenot leading the pro 
personnel department, the Saints showed a keen eye for adding impact players through free agency. 


Although he spent much of his career on the pro scouting side, serving as a pro scouting intern, player 
personnel assistant and pro scout before his promotion to director of pro scouting, Fontenot saw his role expand 
in scope starting in 2015. After Ryan Pace was hired as the general manager of the Chicago Bears, Fontenot 
began working closely with college scouting director, and former Dolphins GM, Jeff Ireland, Loomis and head 
coach Sean Payton to develop a versatile group that could identify players that fit the team's vision, whether 
they were on NFL rosters, practice squads, free agents, college players or otherwise. 


Free agents who signed with the Saints from 2015-2020 that went on to earn Pro Bow! honors included tight 
end Jared Cook, linebacker Demario Davis, kicker Wil Lutz and guard Larry Warford, along with center Max Unger 


ho the Saints acquired in a trad 


In 2012, Fontenot attended the Stanford Business School's Executive Education NFL-Stanford Program for Managers, an education program and honor known 
ross the league as training ground for promising executives. 


Anative of Lake Charles, La., he was an all-state defensive back at Lagrange High School. A four-year letterman at safety for Tulane (1999-2002), Fontenot served 
as a team captain in 2001 and was a member of the 2002 team that won the Hawaii Bowl. He graduated with a bachelor's degree in business and organizational 
information technology. 
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for the long haul because we believe real value and success come with time and tremendous effort. 
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HEAD COACH 
ARTHUR SMITH 


rthur Smith was named the 18th head coach in Atlanta Falcons history on Jan. 15, 2021. 


in 2022, Atlanta finished with a7-10 record, winning six games at Mercedes-Benz Stadium - the 

‘most since the stadium opened in 2017. Under Smith's guidance, the Falcons led the NFL in fewest 

penalties, finished third in the league in rushing yards per game and 10th in third-down conversion rate, Atlanta 
also had the third-highest successful play rate on rushing attempts, based on EPA, at 45.1 percent. 


Atlanta's rushing attack averaged 74.5 more rushing yards per game in 2022 than it did in 2021, resulting in, 
the largest one-season improvement by any team since at least 2001. With Cordarrelle Patterson (340), Tyler 
Allgeier (324), Marcus Mariota (280) and Caleb Huntley (265), the Falcons became the first team to have four 
players with at least 250 rushing yards through the first eight games of a season in NFL history. Additionally, 
Allgeier surpassed Williams Andrews (1,023 in 1979) for the most rushing yards by a rookie in franchise history 
and became the sixth rookie in the NFL, selected in the fifth round-or-later, to eclipse 1,000 rushing yards 
over the past 20 seasons. Patterson also set single-season career highs for rushing yards (695) and rushing 
touchdowns (eight). 


Rookie quarterback Desmond Ridder started the final four games of the 2022 season and completed 73-of-115 
passes (63.5 percent) for 708 yards, two touchdowns and zero interceptions for an 86.4 passer rating. Ridder's 
73 completions and 708 passing yards were the most by a player over his first four career starts in franchise 
history. Additionally, the Cincinnati product became only the third rookie to attempt at least 100 passes and not 
record an interception in his first four career starts in NFL history, joining Dak Prescott and Gardner Minshew. 


First-round selection Drake London finished his rookie season with 72 receptions for 866 yards and four touchdowns, surpassing Kyle Pitts (68 in 2021) for the most 
receptions by a rookie in franchise history. With Allgeier (1,035 rushing yards) and London (866 receiving yards), the 2022 Atlanta Falcons became the fourth team to 
have a 1,000-yard rookie rusher and an 80-yard rookie receiver in the same season in NFL history, joining the 2010 Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 2004 Detroit Lions and 
2003 Houston Texans. 


By 
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HEAD COACH 


Defensively, in addition to leading the league in 
fewest defensive penalties per game (1.06), Atlanta's 
defense limited opponents to the second-fewest second 
half points per game, allowing only 7.9 points per game 
after halftime. 


In his first year at the helm, the Falcons posted a 
7-10,record, winning seven of nine games decided by 
‘one possession after winning two of 10 such games the 
season prior, Under Smith's guidance, nine-year veteran 
running back Cordarrelle Patterson set single-season 
then career highs for rushing yards (618), receiving 
yards (548), rushing touchdowns (six) and receiving 
touchdowns (five), and became the first player to record 
at least five rushing and five receiving touchdowns in a 
single season in franchise history. 


Additionally, Pitts became the second rookie tight end 
to surpass 1,000 receiving yards in NFL history, joining 
Pro Football Hall of Famer Mike Ditka (1,076 yards in 
1961), Pitts broke the single-season franchise record for 
most receiving yards by a tight end with 1,026, surpassing 
Pro Football Hall of Famer Tony Gonzalez (930 in 2012), 
and set the record for most receiving yards by a rookie 
regardless of position, surpassing Julio Jones (959 in 
2011). Pitts also became the first rookie tight end to 
be selected to the Pro Bowl since New York's Jeremy 
Shockey in 2002, 


Prior to his tenure in Atlanta, Smith orchestrated one 
of the NFL's top offenses with the Titans leading the 
league in red-zone touchdown percentage (75.2), ranking 
fifth points per game (27.9) and fifth in total offense 
(379.6). He oversaw the second-ranked rushing attack in 
the NFL, averaging 153.5 yards per game on the ground 


From 2019-20, the Titans were among the league's 
best in the red zone, The club's 75.6 (2079) and 75.0 
(2020) red zone touchdown percentages were the fourth 
and fifth-best single-season marks by a team since 2000. 


in 2020, Smith's offense averaged 30.7 points per 
game and 491 total points which was good for fourth 
in the NFL and stand'as the second-highest marks in team history. He also oversaw one of the most potent rushing attacks in league history as Derrick Henry became 
just the eighth player in NFL history to rush for more than 2,000 yards in a single season, Henry's 2,027 rushing yards rank fifth all-time and paced the Titans to the 
Jeague's second-best rushing offense in 2020, trailing only the Baltimore Ravens. Tennessee's 168.1 yards per game on the ground set a club record and Henry eclipsed 
Chris Johnson's franchise record of 2,006 rushing yards set in 2009. 


While Smith was able to build his offense around the talents of Henry in the run game, he also has been credited with revitalizing the career of quarterback Ryan 
Tannehill. In two seasons running Smith's offense, the former No, 8 averall draft pick started 26 games and totaled 6,561 passing yards with $5 touchdowns, 13 
interceptions, and a 110.6 passer rating, while completing 67.3 percent of his passes. Tannehill was named to the Pro Bow! for the first time in his career in 2019 after 
leading the NFL with a 117.5 passer rating and was named the Comeback Player of the Year by both the Associated Press and the Pro Football Writers of America. 


‘Smith also fostered the development of wide receiver A.J. Brown. Brown eclipsed 1,000 receiving yards in each of his first two seasons in the NFL and has scored 
49 touchdowns in 30 career games. In addition to Brown, four-year veteran receiver Corey Davis has also blossomed under Smith. Davis tied his career-high with 65 
receptions and set new bests with 984 receiving yards and five touchdowns in 2020. 


In 2019, Smith helped lead the Titans to the team's first AFC Championship Game appearance in 17 years. In his first season as offensive coordinator, the Titans led 
the NFL in red-zone efficiency (75.6 percent), ranked third in rushing offense (138.9 yards per game), and fourth in yards per play (6.12), The Titans’ percentage in the 
red zone was'the highest since the 2013 Denver Broncos (76.1). Tannehill and Henry became the fourth NFL teammates to lead the NFL in passer rating and rushing 
yards, respectively since the current passer rating system was implemented in 1973. 


Smith served under four different Titans head coaches, working his way up from his 2011 position of defensive assistant /quality control coach. He also spent time 
as an offensive assistant /quality control coach (2012), offensive line/tight ends assistant (2013), and assistant tight ends coach (2014-15) before taking over as tight 
ends.coach during the 2015 season and holding the position through 2018. 


Prior ta joining the Titans, Smith spent two years as the defensive quality control coach for the Washington Football Team from 2007-08 serving on legendary 
coach Joe Gibbs’ staff. In addition to his coaching role, he also worked as a college scouting assistant in Washington in 2007. In 2010, Smith worked at Ole Miss as an 
administrative assistant defensive intern, primarily working with the linebackers. 


Smith graduated from North Carolina where he played offensive line and later joined the Tar Heels coaching staff.as a graduate assistant (2006), working with the 
offensive line, 


Born and raised in Memphis, Tenn., he went to high school at Georgetown Prep (North Bethesda, Md.). Smith and his wife, Allison, have two sons, Tanner and 
Liam, and one daughter, Sophie. 
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COACHING STAFF 


yan Nielsen was hired as the Atlanta Falcons defensive coordinator on jan, 27, 2023. 


Nielsen comes to Atlanta having most recently served as the co-defensive coordinator and defensive line 

‘coach for the New Orleans Saints. Since Nielsen joined the Saints staff in 2017, New Orleans has recorded 

281.0 sacks - second-most in the NFL over that span - and finished in the top 10 in sacks in all six seasons, The Saints 

also did not allow a 100-yard rusher in an NFL-record $5 regular-season and postseason games between 2017 and 2020 
and have finished in the top four in run defense in four of the past five seasons. 


Since Nielsen joined the staff in 2017, New Orleans has ranked third in opponent rushing yards per game and fifth 
in opponent yards per rush, Since 2017, the Saints are the only team to rank in the top three in bath opponent rushing 
yards per game and cumulative sacks over the six-season period. Additionally, New Orleans has ranked ninth or better 
In scoring defense in each of the last three seasons, 


In his six seasons working with New Orleans’ defensive line, Cameron jordan was named to six Pro Bowls, earned 
second-team All-Pro honors twice and became the first Saints defensive lineman to eatn first-team All-Pro honors 
at: in franchise history, Nielsen also worked with two-time Pro Bowl defensive end Trey Hendrickson, wha had a career 
seasonin 2020 with New Orleans, Hendrickson finished with 25 total tackles, 13.5 sacks and 25 quarterback hits under 

RYAN MIELSEW Nielsen's tutelage in 2020. 


Prior to joining the Saints, Nielsen served as the defensive line/recrulting coordinator/run game coordinator at North 
Carolina State for four seasons (2073-16). In 2016, the Wolfpack ranked eighth in the nation in rushing defense and lead 
the ACC, limiting opponents to 108.6 rushing yards per game ~ the school’s best mark since 2004. Junior defensive end Bradley Chubb recorded 22 tackles for oss, Fourth-most in 
the country, and 11.0 sacks, fourth-most in the ACC. Chubb earned second-team All-ACC honors that season 


A Broyles Award candidate in 2015 and 2016, given annually to college football's top assistant coach, Nielsen eamed this recognition tutoring a Wolfpack defensive line that was 
part of a defense that ranked 23th in the nation in opponent net yards per game. Defensive end Mike Rose was a second-team All-ACC selection after he finished second in the ACC 
in sacks and ninth in tackles for loss. In the 2018 NFL Draft, four linemen wha Nielsen coached in Raleigh - Chubb, By. Hill, Justin Jones and Kentavius Street - were all selected, 


Nielsen coached at Northern Iilinols from 2011-12, including a 2012 season where he was the co-defensive coordinator/defensive tine /recrulting coordinator and helped the Huskies 
to the GoDaddy.com Bowl. Two defensive linemen were first-team All-MAC selections in 2012 ~ Sean Progar and Alan Baxter - while Nabal jefferson was a National Scholar-Athlete 
and finalist for the 2012 William V, Campbell Trophy. In 2011, Nielsen coached Progar and Ron Newcomb to All-Mid American Conference honors, 


Serving as the defensive line/special teams coach at Tennessee-Martin in 2010, the Skyhawks led the Ohio Valley Conference in total defense. From 2008-09, Nielsen was 
the defensive coordinator and coached the defensive line and linebackers at Central Connecticut State. in 2009, Central Connecticut won the Northeast Conference title. Nielsen 
served as the defensive line coach at the University of Mississippi from 2005-07 under Ed Orgeron, following one season at the University of Idaho (2004), where he coached two 
freshman All-Americans. Mississippi defensive linemen led the Southeastern Conference in sacks twice during his three-year stint. 


Nielsen got his start in coaching as a volunteer assistant at his alma mater, the University of Southern California in 2002, Nielsen, a Simi Valley, Calif, native who started 30, 
‘games at defensive tackle at USC from 1998-200), finished his college career with 107 career tackles and was voted the team’s Defensive Lineman of the Year in 1999, He graduated 
with a bachelor's degree in public policy in 2002 and went to training camp with the Philadelphia Eagles. He played for the Arena Football League's Los Angeles Avengers in 2004, 


dD Ragone was hired as the Atlanta Falcons offensive coordinator on Jan. 21, 2021. 


in 2022, Atlanta offense led the NFL in fewest penalties, finished third in the NFL in rushing yands per game and 10th in 

third-down conversion rate, Atlanta also had the third-highest successful play rate on rushing attempts, based on EPA, at 

4S. percent. The Falcons rushing attack averaged 74.5 more rushing yards per game in 2022:than it did in 2021, resulting in the largest 

‘one-season improvement by any team since atleast 2001. With Cordarrelle Patterson (340), Tyler Allgeier (324), Marcus Mariota (280) 

and Caleb Huntley (265), the Falcons became the first team to have four players with at least 250 rushing yards through the first eight 

‘games of a season in NFL history. Additionally Allgeier surpassed Williams Andrews (1,023 in 1979) for the most rushing yards by a 

rookie in franchise history and became the sixth rookie selected in the fifth round-or-later to eclipse 7,000 rushing yards over the past 
20 seasons. Patterson also set single-season career highs for rushing yards (695) and rushing touchdowns (eight). 


Rookie quarterback Desmond Ridder started the final four eames of the 2022 season and completed 73-of-115 passes (63.5 
percent) for 708 yards, two touchdowns and zero interceptions for an 86.4 passer rating, Ridder’s 73 completions and 708 passing 
‘yards were the most by a player over his first four career starts in franchise history. Additionally, the Cincinnati product became the 
third rookie to attempt atleast 100 passes and not record an interception in his First four career starts in NFL history, joining Dak 
Prescott and Gardner Minshew, 


DAVE RAGONE 


First-round selection Drake Londan finished his rookie season with 72 receptions for 866 yards and four touchdawms, surpassing 
Kyle Pitts (68 in 2021) for the most receptions by a rookie in franchise history, With Allgeier (1,035 rushing yards) and London (866 
receiving yards), the 2022 Atlanta Falcons became the fourth team to have a1,000-Vard rookie rusher and an 80-yard rookie receiver 
In the Same season in NFL history,Joining the 2010 Tampa Bay Buccaneers, 2004 Detroit Lions and 2003 Houston Texans. 


Inhis rst season as offensive coordinator, Atlanta was the only team to have a wide receiver (Russell Gage), tight end (Kyle Pitts) and running back (Cordarrelle Patterson) each record atleast 
50 receptions and 500 receiving yards in the NFL in 2021. Additionally, Falcons cunning backs and tight ends combined for 2,251 receiving yards in 2021 - the most in the NFL and the most in a single 
‘season in franchise history, 


4n 2021, Cordarrelle Patterson set then single-season career highs for rushing yards, recelving yards, rushing touchdowns and receiving touchdowns, and became the first)player to record at least 
five rushing and five receiving touchdowns ina single season in franchise history. Rookie Kyle Pitts also set the Falcons’ single-season rookie receiving record, single-season tight end receiving record, 
earned his first-career Pro Bow) nod and became the second rookie tight end to eclipse 1,000 receiving yards in NFL history joining Pra Football Hall af Famer Mike Ditka (1.067 in 1961), finishing the 
‘season with a team-high 1,026 receiving yards. 


Ragone came to Atlanta after five seasons with the Chicago Bears. He spent the 2020 season asthe team's passing game coordinator following four seasons as quarterbacks’ coach. Last season, 
Ragone assisted quarterbacks Mitchell Trubisky and Nick Foles who, despite a mid-season slump, led the team to a Wild Card playoff berth, The duo combined to complete 65.8 percent of thelr passes 
013307 yards with 26 touchdowns against 16 interceptions, 
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COACHING STAFF 


12019, Ragone helped Trubisky post 3138 passing yards in ust aver 4 games, giving the signal caller back-to-back 3,000-yard passing seasons, a feat accomplished ust twice before in franchise 
hhistory, Hevalso guided Trubisky to Pro Bowl honors following the 2018 season. That year Trubisky became just the sixth quarterback in team history to throw for 3,000 yards ina season. His four games 
with a passer rating of at least 120.0 were the most in Bears single-season history and his four games with atleast 300 yards passing tied for the most in club single-season annals: 


\n 2097, Tubisky set Bears rookie records with 2.193 passing yards and 196 completions. Through his final five games, Trubisky completed more than 67 percent of his passes, fifth best in the NFL 
during that span, in 2016, the Bears offense set franchise marks for gross passing yards (4,139; third), net passing yards (3,969; third) and passing first downs (211; second) despite starting three 
different QBs (Matt Barkley ~6; Jay Cutler ~ 5; Brian Hoyer- 5), 


Prior to ling the Bears, Ragone worked on Jay Gruden’s Washington staff, helping quarterback Kirk Cousins lead the NFL completion percentage (69.8) and rank fifth in passer rating in the NFL 
(016) as he tossed 28 touchdowns against 1|interceptions. 


Before jaining Washington, Ragone worked served as the Tennessee Titans quarterbacks’ coach in 2013 after spending two seasons coaching the wide receivers from 2011-12. As a wide receivers 
‘coach, Ragone helped Nate Washington toa career-high 1,023 receiving yards in 20M, the Titans first 1,000-yard receiver since 2004, Washington added career-highs in receptions (74) and receiving 
touchdowns (seven) that season, A year later, under Ragone’s coaching, Kendall Wright tied for the NFL lead among rookies with 64 receptions, 


Ragone also worked as a quarterback’ coach for the Hartford Colonials of the UFL in 2010, helping Josh McCown lead the league in passer rating and touchdown passes, 


‘As an NFL player, Ragone spent three seasons as quarterback with the Houston Texans (2003-05), He also spent time with the Berlin Thunder in 2005 being named NFL Europe Offensive MVP. 
‘honors while leading the league in passer rating (975) and setting an NFLE record by throwing 174 consecutive passes without an interception, 


‘Atthree-time Conference USA Offensive Player of the Year at Louisville, Ragone led the Cardinals to three consecutive bowl games. The Middleburg Heights, Ohio, native was an AllState Selection 
at St Ignatius H.S. in Cleveland. in 2009, he was inducted into the St. ignatius Athletics Hall of Fame. 


He and his wife, Marju, have three children, \sabella, Anderson and Cristiano. 


In 2022, Atlanta was one of two teams to have special teams units score multiple touchdowns during 

the season ~ a Lorenzo Carter scoop and score off of a blocked punt in Week 2 and a Cordarrelle Patterson 

103-yard kickoff return for a touchdown in Week 11, Under Williams’ guidance, the Falcons blocked multiple punts 

(Troy Andersen ~ Week 2; Richie Grant - Week 17) for the first time in a season since at least 2000. Ade Ogundeji 

also recorded his second-career blocked field goal in two seasons with Williams, blocking a Justin Tucker field goal in 
Baltimore in Week 16. 


M ‘arquice Williams was hired as the Atlanta Falcons special teams coordinator on Jan. 21, 2021, 


‘As successful as the punt and field goal rush units were in 2022, Atlanta's returners had a special season as well 
Patterson’s 103-yard kickoff return fora touchdown was the ninth of his career, setting a new NFL record forthe most 
career kickoff return touchdowns in NFL history, Patterson would be named NFC Special Teams Player of the Week in, 
Week 11. Additionally, second-year retumer Avery Williams returned 18 punts for 292 yards and led the NFL with 16.2 
yards per punt return in 2022 (min, 1S att). 


Atlanta kicker Younghoe Koo closed the 2022 season making 12-of-12 field goal attempts, including three from SO-plus, 
eatning NFC Special Teams Player of the Month for December and January. In two seasons with Williams serving as 
special teams coordinator, Atlanta has had multiple NFC Special Teams Player of the Month honors. 


MARQUICE WILLIAMS 


Following the 2022 season, Atlanta’s coaching staff was selected to coach the East team at the 2023 East/West 
Shrine Game in its first year with full coaching staffs from NFL teams, Williams represented the organization as the 
‘team's head coach, 


tn Williams’ first season with Atlanta, Falcons kicker Younghoe Koo connected on 27-of-29 field goal attempts and all 30 of his PATs, and led the league with three game- 
winning field goals in the regular season. Atlanta's punter Thomas Morstead punted 22 times for’,015 yards (46.1 avg., 41,0 net avg,), including 11 inside the 20-yard line. Morstead 
eared NFC Special Teams Player of the Week in Week 12 at Jacksonville and NFC Special Teams Player of the Month for December. Atlanta's long snapper josh Harris recorded. 
a career-high seven special teams tackles, earned second-team AP All-Pro honors and was selected to his first-career Pro Bowl. Under Williams’ tutelage, Falcons rookie Avery 
Williams retuned 23 kickoffs for 490 yards (21.3 avg.), 20 punt returns for 153 yards (7.7 avg.) and totaled six special teams tackles, two forced fumbles and two fumble recoveries. 


‘Williams joined the Falcons after spending two seasons with the Detroit Lions where he served as an assistant special teams coach, 


During that time, he helped Jamal Agnew total 1,237 yards on 45 kickoff returns - the fourth-most in the NFL - while averaging 27.5 yards per return and breaking a return 100 
yards for a touchdown, Agnew tied for the league lead with two total return touchdowns in 2019. With Williams assistance, Matt Prater converted 47-of-59 field goal attempts, 
including 10-of-13 from S0-plus yards with a long kick of $9 yards. 


1m 2020, under Williams’ tutelage, Lions punter Jack Fox recorded the highest gross average (49) and net average (44.8) in a punter's first season in NFL history. Additionally, 
Fox’s 44.8 net average was the third highest in.a single season in league histary. The rookie punter became the first Lions punter to be named to the Pro Bowl since 1988 and 
earned AP second-team All-Pro honors. 


Also in 2020, Lions kicker Matt Prater connected on his S9th-career made field goal of at least SO yards, surpassing Sebastian Janikowski (58) for the most made field goals 
‘of 50-or-more yardsin NFL history. 


Prior t joining the Lions in 2019, he spent three seasons (2016-18) with the Los Angeles Chargers coaching staff, As a defensive assistant with the Chargers in 2018, Williams 
assisted the ninth-best defensive unit (333.7 yards per game) in the league and guided rookie safety Derwin James and veteran safety Adrian Philips to their first-career Pro Bow! 


Williams began his coaching career in 2010 as the linebackers/assistant special teams coach at Winona State University before moving on to assistant coaching positions 
with Central Oklahoma (2011) and South Dakota (2012-15), In 2015, Williams participated in the NFL's Bill Walsh Minority Coaching Fellowship program with the Lions, where he 
served as a coaching intern for linebackers and special teams. Williams got his first opportunity with the Minority Coaching Fellowship with the Chicago Bears from 2013-14, He 
also served as the special teams coordinator for the East/West Shrine Game in 2017 and 2018. 


A native of Fresno, Calif., Williams was a two-year starter at defensive back at Fresno City College before going on to start at the University of Mary (NiO) from 2006-07, He 
and his wife, Elizabeth, have four children. 
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> COACHING STAFF 


att Baker was hired by the Atlanta Falcons as special teams assistant on Feb. 27, 2023 
Baker came to Atlanta after spending three seasons (2020-22) at john Carroll University in Ohio, Baker 
Joined the Blue Streaks’ staff as quarterbacks coach in 2020 before adding offensive coordinator to his 


title in 2022. in 2022 under Baker, the Blue Streaks offense averaged 38.0 points and 4264 yards per game, finishing 
second in the Ohio Athletic Conference with an 8-1 record in league play. 


Prior to John Carroll, Baker spent one season at Western Michigan as a quality control coordinator, coaching 
quarterbacks in 2019, He also served as a graduate assistant at the University of Mississippi in 2010, coaching wide 
receivers and quarterbacks, From 2011-18, Baker stepped away from coaching to explore management roles in the 
energy business. 


‘Asa player, Baker spent four years as a quarterback in the NFL, spending time with the Cowboys, Saints, Dolphins 
and Bills. The Rochester Hills, Mich., native graduated from the University of North Carolina in 2006 where he 
played quarterback. 


MATT BAKER 


rank Bush was hired as the Falcons linebackers coach on Jan. 22, 2021, 


In 2022, Atlanta's defense led the league in fewest penalties per game (1,06) and limited opponents to the 
second-fewest second half paints per game, allowing only 73 points per game after halftime 


Under Bush’s guidance, in 2022, Rashaan Evans (159) and Mykal Walker (107) both set single-season career highs for 
total tackles. In his first season with Atlanta, Evans finished with the sixth-most tatal tackles in the NFL, had double- 
digit tackles in a career-high eight games and added six tackles for loss, four passes defensed, two fumble recoveries, 
one forced fumble and 2.0 sacks in 17 games. 


Rookie Troy Anderson started the final four games of the 2022 season and finished with 62 total tackles (35 solo), 
three tackles for loss, three quarterback hits and one forced funble, 


In his first season coaching linebackers in Atlanta, Faye Oluokun finished with a league leading 192 tackles, marking 
the most by any player in a single season since at least 2000. He also recorded double-digit tackles in 12 games - the 
most by a Falcon in a single season since 2000. Oluokun also tied for the team lead in interceptions with three. 


‘Sixth-year linebacker Deion jones matched his career high with 15 total tackles (11 solo), 1.0 sack and three tackles 
fora loss in a Week 7 win over Miami. Jones became the only Falcon to record at least 15 tackles and 1.0 sackin multiple 
games since 2000, having also done so in Week 13 of 2018 season, and was named the NFC Defensive Player of the 
Week for his performance. 


FRANK BUSH 


Prior to joining Atlanta's staff, Bush spent two seasons (2019-20) with the New York Jets as assistant head coach 
defense/linebackers coach and was promoted to defensive coordinator for the final four games of the 2020 season. Bush's defense held the Rams’ and Browns’ offenses to 20 
and 16 points, l@ading to the Jets only two wins of the season. 


From his linebacker corps, Neville Hewitt led the team with 131 tackles (89 solo), including six for a loss, four QB hits, four passes defensed and one forced fumble. 


Prior to joining the Jets, Bush served two seasons with the Dolphins, as the team’s assistant head coach/linebackers coach, During the 2018 season, linebacker Kiko Alonso 
(125) finished tied for 10th in the league in total tackles after finishing 13th a season earlier. 


Bush spent four seasons as the Rams linebackers coach (2013-16), where he helped Alec Ogletree finish ninth among all NFL linebackers in total tackles (408) in just 52 games 
played in that span, while james Laurinaitis (335) finished 20th in just 48 games (2013-15). Ogletree’s 11 forced fumbles were tied for the fourth-most among all linebackers in that 
‘span, while his five interceptions ranked tied for eighth and his 33 passes defensed were tied for second-most. Additionally, Bush helped Mark Barron, selected seventh-overall 
in 2012 as a safety, switch to linebacker in the middle of the 2015 season. That season, Barron finished with 117 tackles, second on the team. 


Retuming to the Oilers/Titans organization in 2011, Bush spent two seasons in Tennessee (2011-12) and helping twa rookies, 2012 second-round pick Akeem Ayers and 2011 
fourth-round selection Colin McCarthy, earn starting roles. 


Bush spent four seasons with the Texans (2007-10), the first two as a senior defensive assistant, working primarily with the defensive line, before serving as the team’s defensive 
coordinator (2008-10), During his time in Houston, he saw the emergence of defensive end Mario Williams and linebackers DeMeco Ryans and Brian Cushing as Pro Bowl players, 
with Cushing eaming Defensive Rookie of the Year honors in 2009. 


Before joining the Texans, Bush spent three seasons (2004-06) with Arizona as the linebackers coach, adding the assistant head coach title in 2006, While he was with the 
Cardinals, Karlos Dansby, a second-round rookie in 2004, produced three-year totals of 222 tackles, 17.0 sacks, five forced fumbles and four interceptions, including two returned 
fot touchdowns. In that span, he was one of only four players to produce at least 200 tackles, 15.0 sacks, five farced fumbles and four interceptions and the only one to scare 
multiple touchdowns. 


Inhis time with Denver (1995-2003), Bush earned two Super Bowl rings (XXXII and XXXII), serving several different roles, including special teams coach (2001-03), secondary/ 
nickel coach (2000) and linebackers coach (1995-99). 


A three-year starter at North Carolina State, he was selected in the fifth-round by the Oilers in the 1985 NFL Draft. A starter at linebacker as a rookie, Bush earned All-Rookie 
honors before an injury in his second season and subsequent diagnosis of a narrow spinal canal forced an early end to his playing career. 


Following his on-field career with Houston, he joined the team as a college scout for five seasons (1987-91) before transitioning to the coaching staff, initially as the team’s 
linebackers coach (1992) and then as the defensive quality control/linebackers coach (1993-94) 


Born in Athens, Ga., Bush is married to wife, Stephanie, 
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>, COACHING STAFF 


‘onavan Ellison was hired as an Atlanta Falcons football analyst on july 26, 2022, 


Prior to joining the Falcons, Ellison spent the past year as a football operations assistant forthe Carolina 

Panthers where he assisted the coaching staff and players with logistics. He also previously interned with the 
Charlatte Hornets and Dallas Cowboys, among others. Ellison attended Paul Quinn College in Dallas where he earned 
a bachelor’s degree in business administration in 2020. 


hawn Flaherty was named Atlanta Falcons assistant offensive line coach on Feb, 27, 2023, afterspending the 
2022 season as a football analyst on Atlanta's coaching staff, 


Flaherty came to Atlanta having spent three seasons (2019-21) as a member of the Miami Dolphins coaching 
staff, serving as a coaching assistant from 2019-20 and an assistant offensive line coach in 202. 


Over the final 10 weeks of the 2021 season, the Dolphins offensive line limited opponents to 21 sacks, tied for the 
13th-fewest in the NFL over that span. Miami's running game also improved from 78.6 yards per game to 104.3 yards 
per game over the final 10 games of the season. 


Prior to his time in Miami, Flaherty spent two seasons (2017-18) as a graduate assistant at North Carolina State 
University, n his role, Flaherty worked primarily with the offensive line under the tutelage of current Falcons offensive 
line coach Dwayne Ledford, who served in that same role for the Wolfpack from 2016-18. 


Flaherty was a four-year letterman (2013-16) at Towson (Md.) University, where he started games at both guard and 
center, and earned his bachelor’s degree in business administration, 
SHAWN FLAHERTY 


anier Goethie was named Atlanta Falcons defensive front specialist on Feb. 27, 2023, after spending two 
seasons (2021-22) as a defensive assistant on Atlanta's staff 


In2022, Atlanta's defense led the league in fewest penalties per game (1.06) and limited opponents to the 
second-fewest second half points per game this season allowing only 79 paints per game after halftime. 


Prior to joining Atlanta's staff, Goethie served as the linebackers coach at Duke University from 2018-20, In'2020, 
linebacker Shaka Heyward led the Blue Devils with 80 total tackles. The year prior, Goethie coached senior Koby Quansah 
to third-team All-ACC honors after tallying 105 total tackles, 12 tackles for loss, 2.5 sacks and three passes defensed. In 
his first season at Duke, Goethie coached Joe Giles-Hartis to first-team All-ACC honors, while Ben Humphreys received 
AIL-ACC honors, 


Prior to his tenure at Duke, Goethie served as the linebackers coach for two seasons (2016-17) at Louisiana Tech. 
During his time there, the Bulldogs made an appearance in the 2016 Conference USA championship game and won 
consecutive bowl games over Navy and SMU. 


From 2012-15, Goethie worked on the staff at Delta State (Miss.) University, coaching linebackers and serving as the 
LAMER GOETHIE program's recruiting coordinator. In 2014, the Statesmen posted an NCAA Division li-high 119 tackles for lass. 


Goethie spent the 2011 season coaching outside linebackers and serving as the recruiting coordinator at North 
Greenville (S.C.) University. He began his coaching career as a graduate assistant at the University of Mississippl working 
primarily with the defense fram 2009-10. 


A native of Baxley, Ga,, Goethie played four seasons (1999-2002) at the University of Mississippi under head coach David Cutcliffe, He totaled 178 total tackles and was named 
a team captain as a Senior in 2002. Goethie, who graduated from Ole Miss in 2003 with a degree in marketing and later eared 3 master's degree from the institution in higher 
education administration, is married to the former Keonna Starks, 
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> COACHING STAFF 


erry Gray was hired as the Atlanta Falcons Assistant Head Coach/Defense on jan. 31, 2023 


Cray comes to Atlanta with 26 years of NFL coaching experience, including eight as a defensive coordinator and 16 

asa defensive backs/secondary coach. In is 24 NFL seasons as a defensive coordinator ora defensive backs/secondary 

coach, Gray has helped defenses to top-10 league rankings in scoring defense 10 times, in overall defense 11 times and In passing 

defense 13 times, He has worked with defensive backs who have combined for 14 Pro Bowl selections in his 6 seasons coaching 

the position, with atleast one of his players earning Pro Bow! recognition in 10 of those seasons. During Gray's time working with 
the secondary, six different players earned first-team or second-team All-Pro hanors from The Associated Press, 


Gray most recently served as the defensive backs/passing game coordinator for the Green Bay Packers. In his three seasons 
(2020-22) with Green Bay, the Packers have finished in the top 10 in passing defense in all three years. 


2022, Green Bay's defense finished sixth in passing defense, limiting opponents to 1970 yards per eame, and tied for fourth 
in interceptions with 17, Under Gray's guidance, comerback [aire Alexander earned All-Pro honors from the Associated Press for 
the second time in three seasons with Gray. n 2020, Alexander became the first Packers cornerback to earn All-Pro honors since 
Charles Woodson in 2011, 


1m 2021, Gray helped the Packers finish in the top 10 in total defense (328.2 ype.), passing defense (219.1 ypg.), takeaways 
(26) and interceptions (18). Cornerback Rasul Douglas had a career year, returning two interceptions for touchdowns, tle forthe 
fourth-most in a season in franchise history. 


JERRY GRAY 


Gray joined Green Bay after spending six seasons (2014-19) as the defensive backs coach for the Minnesota Vikings. Ouring his 
time with Minnesota, he was a part ofa defensive staff that helped the Vikings rankin the Top 10 in the league in scoring defense fo five straight seasons (2015-19), one of only two teamsin the 
NFLtodo so over that span (New England), Minnesota ranked second in the NFL in scoring defense (13.3 pp) and third in overall defense (321.8 ype) and passing defense (214.7 ype) from 2014-19. 


In Minnesota, Gray tutored safety Harrison Smith, who earned Pro Bowl recognition in five consecutive seasons (2015-19) and first-team all-pro honors in 2017. Gray also worked with comerback 
Xavler Rhodes, who was selected to the Pro Bowl three times (2016-17, 2019) and earned first-team all-pro recognition in 2017 as the Vikings had two defensive backs eam first-team All-Pro 
honors in the same season for the first time since 1988, 


42018, Gray's defensive backs helped the Vikings to Top 10 league rankings in scoring defense (18.9 ppq), takeaways (31) and interceptions (17) Safety Anthony Harris, who entered the NFL 
asa college free agent in 2015, tied for the league lead with a career-high six interceptions in his first Season as a full-time starter ~ becoming the first Viking to lead the NFL in the category 
since safety Brian Russell tied for the league lead in 2003. 


‘The 2018 Vikings ranked fourth in the NFL in total defense (309,7 ypg), the third straight season Finishing in the top five in the league jn the category. Under Gray's tutelage, Smith eamed 
second-team all-pro honors as the team’s defensive backs helped the Vikings lead the league in third-down defense (30.5 pct) for the second straight season. In 2017, Minnesota led the NFL 
in both scoring detense (15.8 ppg.) and total defense (275.9 ypg.), marking the first time the Vikings had done so since 1970. Gray's secondary helped limit opponents to 192.4 passing yards per 
game - second in the NFL - in 2017, the best mark posted by Minnesota since 1993 (179.4 ype) 


In 2016, Gray's defensive backs helped the Vikings rank sixth in scoring defense (19.2 ppg) and third in both total defense (314.9 ypg,) and passing defense (2079 ypg.). Rhodes and Smith 
both eared Pro Bow recognition. giving Minnesota its first secondary duo in the Pro Bowl since cornerback Audray McMillian and safety Todd Scott in 1992. In 2015, the Vikingsranked fifth in 
the NFL In scoring defense (18.3 ppg.) and won their first NFC North title since 2009. 


In Gray's first season with Minnesota in 2014, he helped the defense rank seventh in passing defense (223.3 ypg) after the Vikings had finished 31st in the league in the category in 2013 
(2872 ypg). Gray's group alsa helped engineer the largest improvement in the NFL in points allowed from 2013 to 2014 as the Vikings gave up just 343 points in 2074 (Nth) after allowing 480 
points in 2013 (32nd), 


Priot to coming ta Minnesota; Gray spent the previous three seasons (201113) as the defensive coordinator fot the Tennessee Titans, n20'2, Gray's unit ranked seventhtin the NFL in interceptions 
(19) and 10th in sacks (29). in his first season as coordinator with the Titans, the team finished eighth in the NFL in scoring defense (19.8 ppg) and 10th inted-zone defense (47.9 percent). 


1n2010, Cray served as the defensive backs coach for the Seattle Seahawks and tutored rookie safety Earl Thomas, wha started all 6 games and ranked third among rookies with five interceptions 


From 2006-09, Gray coached the secondary for Washington, where he helped the team rank in the Top 10 in scoring defense in three consecutive seasons (2007-09) and in passing defense 
in back-to-back seasons (2008-09). During his time with Washington, Gray tutored safety Sean Taylor, who eared two Pro Bowl selections (2006-07) and second-team All-Pro honors in 2007, 


Gray spent the previous five seasons (2001-05) as the defensive coordinator forthe Bills, helping the team rank second in total defense In back-to-back seasons (2003-04), The 2004 campaign 
‘also saw Buffalo finish in the Top 10 in scoring defense (17.8 ppg), nassing defense (164.0 ype.), takeaways (39), interceptions (24) and sacks (45). The 2003 Bills ranked fifth in scoring defense 
(174 ppg), second in passing defense (169.2 ypg.) and tied for ninth in sacks (38), 


Gray coached the defensive backs for the Titans in 1999-2000, helping Tennessee's defense set a single-season franchise record for points allowed (11.9 ppg) in 2000. That season saw the 
Titans lead the league in both total defense (238.3 ype) and passing defense (151.4 ype) - the only time in franchise history that the club ed the NFL in both categories. Second:-year comerback 
Samari Rolle and safety Blaine Bishop both earned Pro Bow! recognition under Gray's tutelage in 2000, with Rolle earning first-team all-pro honors and Bishop taking home second-team 
al-pro recognition 


Gray's first NFL coaching job came in 1997-98 with the Tennessee Oilers as defensive quality control coach, He coached defensive backs at Southern Methodist University in 1995-96, starting 
at the school one season after retiring as 2 player. 


Asa player, Cray eamed four Pro Bow! selections (1986-89), twice earned second-team all-pro honors (1986, 1989) and recorded 28 interceptions during his nine-year NFL career, Originally 
selected by the Los Angeles Rams in the first round (21st overall) of the 1985 NFL Draft, Gray went an to play seven seasons with the Rams (1985-31), one season with the Houston ilers (1992) 
and one season with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers (1993). Gray was named the NFL's Defensive Back of the Year by the NFLPA in 1989 and won Pro Bow! MVP honors in 1990. He posted at least 
siv interceptions in a season three times from 1986-92, tied for the third-most in the NFL over that span, 


Gray was a two-time consensus All-America selection at the University of Texas, where he also was twice named the Southwest Conference Defensive Player of the Yeat as a safety (1983-84), 
He is a member of the University of Texas’ All-Time Team and was selected to the school's All-Decade Team for the 1980s. Gray graduated with a degree in speech communications. 


Gray was born Dec. 16, 1962, in Lubbock, Texas. He and his wife, Sherry, have two sons, jeremy and jayden. In 2002, Gray started the Jerry Gray Foundation, which supports youth In Lubbock 
and provides scholarships to the underprivileged, 
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ichael Gray was hired by the Atlanta Falcons as a football analyst on Feb. 27, 2023. 


Cray came to Atlanta after spending three seasons (2020-22) as co-special teams coordinator/linebackers 
coach at Gardner-Webb University. Under Gray's tutelage, junior linebacker William McRalney finished with 


a team-leading 104 total tackles, nine tackles for loss, 5.5 sacks and one interception in 13 games in 2022. The season 
prior, McRainey led the conference in tackles and earned first-team All-Big South Conference honors. 
Before joining Gardner-Webb's staff, Gray spent two seasons (2018-19) as a graduate assistant at North Carolina 
#. State University, During his time with the Wolfpack, he was part of a staff that helped the 2018 team to a 9-4 record 
and an appearance in the TaxSlayer Gator Bowl. The season prior, Gray served as a defensive intern at Western Kentucky, 


Gray played collegiately at Mercer University, finishing his career with 180 total tackles, 10 tackles for loss, three sacks 
and three interceptions. The jacksonville, Fla., native played both linebacker and safety during his time with the Bears. 


MICHAEL GRAY 


we Griffin earned his bachelor's degree in economics from the Whartan School of Business at the University of 


BRIAN GRIFFIN Pennsylvania in 1951, There he was a linebacker on the varsity football team, a two-time defensive captain and the 

F * recipient of the Edgar Church Memorial Award, which is presented to the student-athlete rendering the most outstanding 
contributions to the varsity team based on the inspiration, courage and loyalty displayed toward the university and 
the team. Additionally, he earned his master's degree in sports leadership from Duquesne University andis a certified 
performance training coach 


rian Griffin was hired as the Atlanta Falcons director of coaching operations on Feb. 3, 2021, 


In 2020, Griffin served as the Director of Football at IMG Academy in Bradenton, Fla. where he managed 
all activities for the football program including annual planning, program development, academic affairs, 
student-lfe, facility planning, scheduling, performance training, and athletic and personal development. 


Prior to IMG Academy, Griffin served as the Director of Athletics, Department Chair and Head of Athletic Development 
atSt. John’s College High School in Washington DC for six years (2014-19) In his role, Griffin was responsible for organizing, 
managing and executing all aspects of the athletics program which included 29 varsity sports. During his tenure, St. 
John's College High School won 47 championships across a variety of sports including football, boys lacrosse, boys 
basketball, girls basketball and baseball among others. 


Before his time at St. John’s College High School, Griffin spent three years (2011-13) as the Vice President of Performance 
and President of Training Division at IMG Performance in Bradenton, Fla. He also spent four years (2007-10) as the Senior 
Director of Performance, Combines, Camps & Clinics for Under Armour. 


Anative of Colorado Springs, Colo., Griffin and his wife, Rebekah, have three children, Connor, Haley and Erin. 


teve Hoffman was hired as an Atlanta Falcons senior assistant on Jan, 23, 2021. 


In his role, Hoffman works primarily with Falcons special teams and specialists. Atlanta kicker Younghoe 

Koo closed the 2022 season making 12-f-12 field goal attempts, including three from SO-plus, earning NFC 

Special Teams Player of the Month for December and january. Over the past two seasons, Atlanta has had multiple 

specialists win NFC Special Teams Player of the Month honors (Koo ~ Dec./jan. 2022; Thomas Morstead ~ Dec. 2021). 

Koo has also made five game-winning field goals over the past two seasons, including two in 2022 (Week 8 vs, Carolina; 
Week 17 vs. Arizona). 


Prior to joining Atlanta's staff, Hoffman served as the special teams coordinator for the Tennessee Titans in 2016-17. 
1n 2017, under Hoffman's tutelage, Titans punter Brett Kern led the NFL in both gross punting average (49,7) and net 
punting average (44.6) and was named to his first-career Pro Bowl. Titans kicker Ryan Succap tied for fifth in the NFL 
with 35 made field goals and finished ninth in the league with 136 points scored in 2017 


Prior to being promoted ta special teams coordinator, Hoffman spent four seasons (2013-15) as the Titans assistant 
special teams coach. 


STEVE HOFEMAN Hoffman joined the Titans after spending one season as the special teams coordinator for the Oakland Raiders in 
2012, In his one season with the Raiders, kicker Sebastian Janikowski posted the highest field goal percentage of his 
i career (91.2 percent) and was perfect (25/25) inside of SO yards for the first time in his career. 


Before his tenure in Oakland, Hoffman spent three seasons (2009-11) as the special teams coordinator for the Kansas 
City Chiefs. in his first season in Kansas City, Chiefs punter Dustin Colquitt posted the top single-season net punting average (40.8) in franchise history and Chiefs kicker Ryan 
Succop tied the highest field goal percentage (86.2 percent) by a rookie in the NFL since the NFL/AFL merger in 1970, 


Hoffman spent two seasons (2007-08) as an assistant special teams coach for the Miami Dolphins and one season (2006) with the Atlanta Falcons inthe same role. in his 
first season in Miami, Dolphins kicker Jay Feely set a single-season franchise record for field goal percentage (31.3 percent) and punter Brandon Fields led all rookie punters with 
3 43.2-yard gross average. 
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Hoffman entered the NFL in 1989 as the offensive and defensive quality control and kicking coach for the Dallas Cowboys and would spend 16 seasons in Dallas. Ouring his 
tenure with the Cowboys, Hoffman's specialists set 15 franchise records, and he contributed to three world championships as the Cowboys won Super Bowls XXVII, XXVill anid XXX. 


Prior to his time’in the NFL, Hoffman spent four seasons (1985-88) at the University of Miami as the offensive graduate assistant and kicking coach where he recrulted and. 
coached future NFL punter Jeff Feagles: 


Hoffman played quarterback, running back, wide receivers and handled kicking and punting duties during his collegiate career at Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa. He spent one 
‘season punting for the Washington Federals of the USFL (1983) and attended NFL training camps with the Washington Commanders (1981, 1983), Seattle Seahawks (1984) and 
New Orleans Saints (1985), 


Anative of York, Pa., Hoffman has one daughter, Micaela, one son, Luca, and is married to Aline Bazerghi, 


Coaching Operations in February of 2021 upon the arrival of Head Coach Arthur Smith, Prior to Hogan's current 
role, she was the Coordinator of Head Coach Operations, from 2016-2020, Prior to that, she served as the 
Coordinator of Scouting Administration starting from january, 2015 to May, 2015, 


= arah Gigantino Hogan joined the Atlanta Falcons in 2015. She started In the role of Assistant Director of 


Prior to joining the Falcons, Hogan was the Director of Football Operations at Georgia State University from 2010 
until 2015. She served under Head Coach Bill Curry (2010-2012) and Head Coach Trent Miles (2013-2015), Hogan was on 
the GSU staff in February 2010 as the program prepared for its inaugural season. She spent the previous three seasons 
a the Director of Football Operations at Northeastern University, which discontinued its football program following the 
2009 campaign. Before going to Northeastern, where she served under head coach Rocky Hager, Hogan worked in the 
athletics department at Maryland and at the Campus Recreation Center at Georgia Tech. She also served’an Internship 
in the New York jets’ college scouting department. 


Hogan received a bachelor's degree in kinesiology and sport management from James Madison University in 2004 
and then eared her master’s degree in sports administration from Georgia State University in 2006. She worked with 
the Dukes’ football program while an undergraduate at JMU. 


Sarah's husband, JP, is the Head of Strength and Conditioning and coaches high school football in the Atlanta area. 
They reside in Atlanta, 


ave Huxtable was hired by the Atlanta Falcons as a senior defensive assistant on Feb. 27, 2023, 


Huxtable comes to Atlanta with 40 seasons of coaching experience at the collegiate level - including 18 

seasons as a defensive coordinator - having most recently served as an analyst for the University of Alabama, 

from 2021-22, Before joining the Crimson Tide's staff, Huxtable spent ane season (2020) as an analyst forthe University 

of Texas after spending seven seasons (2013-19) as the defensive coordinator at North Carolina State University where 

he coached with Falcons defensive coordinator Ryan Nielsen from 2013-16 and Falcons offensive line coach Dwayne 
Ledford from 2016-18. 


In 2018, North Carolina State ranked second in the ACC and 13th in the nation in rushing defense (10911 yards per 
game). Additionally, linebacker Germaine Pratt earned first-team All-ACC honors after averaging more than nine tackles 
per game. In 2017, the Wolfpack ranked third in the conference in rushing yards per game, limiting opponents to 131 
yards per game on the ground, Under Huxtable’s tutelage, four Wolfpack defenders were selected in the 2018 NFL Draft, 
including the fifth-overall selection, Bradley Chubb. In 2016, NC State ranked eighth in the nation in rushing yards per 
game, limiting opponents to 108.6 yards per game ~ the fifth fewest in a season in program history, 


Prior to his time at NC State, Huxtable spent one season as the defensive coordinator at the University of Pittsburgh 
where his Panthers defense ranked 16th in the nation in total defense (325.8 yards per game), 21st in scoring defense 
(137 points per game), 24th in rushing defense (123: yards per game) and 25th in passing defense (196.8). Defensive 
lineman Aaron Donald earned first-team All-Big East honors after leading the conference and ranking 11th nationally 
with 18.5 tackles for lass, while safety Jason Hendricks was a second-team selection after leading the Big East and 


DAVE HUXTABLE 


tying for ninth nationally with five interceptions, 


In 2011, Huxtable aversaw the development of first-team All-Big Ten linebackers Chris Borland and Mike Taylor. The linebacking pair led the Badgers to a Big Ten Championship 
and a Rose Bowl berth, Huxtable came to Wisconsin after spending seven seasons (2004-10) at the University of Central Florida where he spent four seasons (2004-07) coaching 
linebackers and special teams, and three seasons (2008-10) as the Knights’ defensive coordinator. In his final season at UCF, the Knights ranked eighth in the nation in scoring 
defense (171 points per game), eighth in rushing defense (108.4), and 15th in total defense (315.4), Defensive end Bruce Miller was a two-time C-USA Defensive Player of the Vear 
and finished his career as UCF’s career sacks leader with 35.5 


Huxtable spent three seasons (2001-03) at the University of North Carolina, coaching linebackers and special teams in 2001, before being named defensive coordinator and 
linebackers coach from 2002-03, Under Huxtable, David Thornton, a former walk-on, earned All-ACC honors and was selected in the NFL Draft. Falcons Head Coach Arthur Smith 
played along the Tar Heels offensive line while Huxtable was on staff at North Carolina 


Prior to his time at North Carolina, Huxtable spent one season (2000) at Oklahoma State as a linebackers coach/special teams coordinator and two seasons (1998-99) at East 
Carolina where he coached linebackers in 1998 and defensive line in 1999, Huxtable spent six seasons (1992-97) at Georgia Tech coaching linebackers, In 1996, Huxtable would earn 
defensive coordinator duties as well, During his time with the Yellow Jackets, Huxtable oversaw the development of Keith Brooking, who finished as the school's career tackles 
leader with 467 and was selected with the 12th overall pick in the first round of the 1998 NFL Draft by the Falcons. 


Huxtable began his collegiate coaching career as a graduate assistant at lowa State in 1982. From Ames, he would spend two seasons (1983-84) as the defensivecoordinator at 
Independence (Kan.) CC, five seasons (1985-89) at Western Kentucky and two seasons (1990-91) at East Carolina where he coached Robert jones, who earned consensus All-America 
honors, was selected in the first round of the 1992 NFL Draft and won three Super Bowls with the Dallas Cowboys 


Huxtable eared a bachelor's degree in education from Eastern llinois in 1979. A native of Elgin, Il., he and his wife, Vicki, have one son, Jake; and one daughter, Shea. 
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teve Jackson was named secondary coach on Feb. 27, 2023, after spending the 2022 season as a senior offens 
sive assistant for Atlanta. 


12022, Atlanta offense led the NFL in fewest penalties, finished third in the NFL in rushing yards per game 
and 10th in third-down conversion rate. Atlanta also had the third-highest successful play rate on rushing attempts, 
based on EPA, at 45.1 percent, 


Jackson came to Atlanta with 18 years of NFL coaching experience, having served as the secondary/cornerbacks 
coach for the Cincinnati Bengals from 2020-21 


Under Jackson's guidance, Cincinnati's defensive backs limited opposing quarterbacks to a 60.8 completion percentage, 
eight touchdowns and eight interceptions resulting in a 74.9 passer rating over a four-game run in the 2021 postseason, 
en route to an appearance in Super Bowl LV. 


In 2020, Jackson's Bengals limited opposing quarterbacks to a 62.8 completion percentage - the sixth-lowest in 
the NFL that season. 


Prior to his time in Cincinnati, Jackson spent two seasons with the New York jets where he served as the tam’s 
assistant defensive backs coach. During his two seasons with the jets, safety Jamal Adams was selected to conseciitive 
Pro Bowl and AP All-Pro nods. Adams also led the jets in tackles both seasons and was voted as the Curtis Martin Team 
Most Valuable Player. 


STEVE JACKSON 


Before his stint in New York, Jackson spent two seasons (2016-17) as the assistant secondary Coach forthe Tennessee 
Titans. In 2017, Titans safety Kevin Byard recorded a career-high eight interceptions - tied for the most in the NFL that season. Jackson also aided in the development of cornerback 
‘Adoree’ jackson - the team's first-round selection in 2017 ~ who was relied upon to play immediately and ended his rookie season with a team-high 17 passes defensed and three 
forced fumbles. 


Jackson spent one season (2013) with the Detroit Lions as an assistant secondary coach after spending eight years (2004-11) with Washington as safeties coach, where he also 
earned the title of defensive passing game coordinator from 2006-03. Jackson's time in Washington was best known for his work as the position coach for the late Sean Taylor, 
who eared AP All-Pro and Pro Bowl honors while learning under jackson. 


Jackson started his coaching career as the safeties coach for the Buffalo Bills from 2001-03 


Prior to his coaching career, jackson played safety for the Houston Oilers/Tennessee Titans for nine seasons from 1991-99, He was originally selected by the Oilers in the third- 
round of the 1991 NFL Draft out of Purdue University. He recorded 14 interceptions and nine sacks in his NFL career. In his final season, he helped the Titans make an appearance 
in Super Bowl XXXIV. 


Jackson was a four-year starter at Purdue University. As a senior. he earned All-American honors and was named a semifinalist for the jim Thorpe Award, given annually to the 
ration’s top defensive back. 


Jackson was born in Houston, Texas and attended Klein Forest High School. He has one daughter, Dominique, and one son, Stephen. 


ario Jeberaeel was named speclal projects: defense for the Atlanta Falcons on Feb. 27, 2023, after spending 
the 2022 season as assistant offensive line coach and 2021 as a diversity coaching intern/offensive line. 


Per Pro Football Focus, Atlanta finished with the top run-blacking offense in the NFL in 2022 with an 
83,7 rating - neatly six points higher than the next team, The Falcons limited opponents toian average of 9,7 quarterback 
pressures per game - an improvement of 5.3 pressures per game from 2021, Atlanta's 5.3 decrease per game is the 
eighth-highest one-year improvement by an offense in the past 15 seasons 


Fourth-year guard Chris Lindstrom earned his first-career Pro Bowl honor, was named second-team AP All-Pro and 
graded out as Pro Football Focus’ top offensive player in the NFL in 2022. Right tackle Kaleb McGary started all {7 
games and graded out as PFF's fourth-best offensive tackle and eighth-best offensive lineman among all positions in 
2022. McGary was given the third-best run blocking grade (91.6) in the NFL. Only Lindstrom and San Francisco's Trent 
Williams graded out higher in the run game in 2022 


From 2018-20, jeberaeel served as the offensive line coach at Abilene Christian University in Abilene, Texas. In his 
first season as offensive line coach, the Wildcats led the Southland conference in sacks allowed, while offensive tackle 
Dakota Laws and center Bill Weber each received second-team all-conference honors. 


MARIO JEBERAEEL 
pe She In 2019, Jeberaeel assisted with the offensive line of the Green Bay Packers as part of the Bill Walsh Minority Internship 


during phase two and phase three of OTAs. 


Jeberaeel spent three seasons (2015-17) coaching at the University of Kansas beginning as an offensive graduate 
assistant and assistant offensive line coach from 2015-16 before being promoted to quality contral coach in 2017, During his time in Lawrence, Jeberaeel coached the offensive 
{ine, tight ends and fullbacks 


Jeberaeel began his coaching career as an offensive graduate assistant and offensive line coach at Nicholls State University from 2010-11 before being promoted to offensive 
Jine coach in 2072, He also spent two seasons (2013-14) as the University of Arkansas-Monticella where he served as the offensive line, tight ends and fullbacks coach, as well as 
the recrulting and strength coordinator. 


Anative of Las Vegas, Jeberaee! earned a Bachelor of Science degree in university studies from the University of Nevada - Las Vegas where he played along the Rebels’ offensive 
line from 2004-08. 
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INGREDIENTS: 

1 pound 90% Lean Ground Beef 

3/4 cup onion, diced 

2 Tablespoon ketchup 

8 ounces cream cheese 

1-1/2 cups Cheddar cheese 

1 Tablespoon Worcestershire sauce 

1 teaspoon granulated garlic 

1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

3/4 cup dill pickle, chopped, divided 

2 Tablespoon fresh parsley, chopped 

1/4 cup Roma tomatoes, diced 
dl 


BEEF, 


Fendedby Bet Farmar and Ranchers i i 


BOARD 


COOKING: 

Heat nonstick skillet over medium heat until hot. Add Ground Beef; 
cook 8 to 10 minutes, breaking into 3/4-inch crumbles and stirring 
occasionally. Add in onion and continue to cook for 3 to 4 minutes. 
Remove from heat and allow to cool. Ina standing mixer combine 
cream cheese, cheddar cheese, ketchup, worcestershire sauce, garlic, 
pepper, and 1/2 cup of diced pickles until well incorporated. Add 
cooled beef mixture and mix until well incorporated. Remove bowl 
from mixer and refrigerate for at least 30 minutes or until ready to 
bake. Spread the dip into a 8” cast iron or oven-proof skillet. Bake 
ina 375°F oven for 25 minutes or until golden brown and edges are 
bubbling. Remove from oven and top with remaining pickles, parsley, 
and diced tomatoes. Serve warm with potato chips or crackers. 


ook’ Tip: Cooking times ore for fresh or thoroughly thawed Ground Beet. Colors not a reliable indicator of 
Ground Beef doneness. 
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the Denver Broncos. As part of his role, Kambui conducted film breakdown and scouting reports while assist- 


K= joins the Falcons staff after spending two seasons (2021-22) as the Marlin Briscoe Coaching Fellow for 
ing with coaching wide receivers. 


Prior to Denver, Kambui spent one season (2020) as a graduate assistant at Georgia Southern University and one 
season (2019) as the running backs coach at his alma mater, Florida AGM University. 


Before his coaching career, Kambui played two seasons (2014-15) at Florida AGM, appearing in 22 games at center, 
after playing two seasons (2012-13) at Butler Community College in El Dorado, Kan., where he earned first team 
all-conference honors 


MATEO KAMBU/ 


teven King was named an offensive assistant on Feb. 27, 2023 after spending the 2022 season as a diversity 
coaching fellow/special teams for the Falcons. 


In 2022, Atlanta was one of two teams to have special teams units score multiple touchdowns during the 
season ~ a Lorenzo Carter scoop and score off of a blocked punt in Week 2 and a Cordarrelle Patterson 103-yard kickoff 
return for a touchdown in Week 11, The Falcons blocked multiple punts (Tray Andersen - Week 2; Richie Grant ~ Week 
17) for the first time in a season since at least 2000. Ade Ogundeji also recorded his second-career blocked field goal, 
blocking a justin Tucker field goal in Baltimore in Week 16. 


Patterson's 103-yard kickoff return for a touchdown was the ninth of his career, setting a new NFL record for the most 
career kickoff return touchdowns in NFL history. Patterson would be named NFC Special Teams Player of the Week in 
Week 11. Additionally, second-year returner Avery Williams returned 18 punts for 292 yards and led the NFL with 16,2 
yards per punt return in 2022 (min. 15 att.). 


Atlanta kicker Younghoe Koo closed the 2022 season making 12-of-12 field goal attempts, including three from 
50-plus, earning NFC Special Teams Player of the Month for December and january. 


STEVE KING King came to Atlanta having spent three seasons (2019-21) asa special teams quality control coachat the University 
of North Carolina, 


Prior to his time with the Tar Heels, King spent three seasons (2016-18) at Bucknell University where he coached 
wide receivers and served as the special teams coordinator for his final two seasons. 


tn 2017; King participated in the NFL's Bill Walsh Diversity Fellowship with the Oakland Raiders, working primarily with special teams. 


The Hempstead, NYY, native has also coached at East Meadow (N,,) High School from 2007-10, Nassau Community College in 2011, Wagner College from 2012-13, and the 
University of Nevada from 2014-15. 


King was a four-year letterman at the University of Buffalo, where he served as a team captain and led the team in rushing touchdowns in each of his final three seasons. 


atrick Kramer was named an Atlanta Falcons offensive assistant on Feb. 27, 2023, after spending two seasons 
(2021-22) as a football analyst on Atlanta's staff. 


Kramer came to Atlanta having most recently served as a senior offensive analyst and assistant quarterbacks 
coach at Notre Dame for three seasons (2018-20), In his role, Kramer was responsible for weekly opponent breakdowns 
and control of the defensive scout team, among others. 


Priorto Notre Dame, Kramer was the offensive quality control coach and assistant quarterbacks coach at the University 
of Tennessee at Chattanooga in 2017 and coached wide receivers at John Carroll University in 2016 


Anative of Solon, Ohio, Kramer earned a Bachelor of Arts & Science from john Carroll University in University Heights, 
Ohio, in 2016, 


PATRICK KRAMER 
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DD: Ledford was hired as the Atlanta Falcons offensive line coach on Jan. 22, 2021 


(2022, Atlanta offense led the NFL in fewest penalties, finished third in the NFL in rushing yards per game 
and 10th in third-down conversion rate, Atlanta also had the third-highest successful play rate on rushing 
attempts, based on EPA, at 45.1 percent. The Falcons rushing attack averaged 74.5 more rushing yards per game in 2022 
‘than It did In 2021, resulting in the largest one-season improvement by any team since at least 2001, With Cordarrelle 
Patterson (340), Tyler Allgeier (324), Marcus Mariota (280) and Caleb Huntley (26S), the Falcons became the first team to 
have four players with at least 250 rushing yards through the first eight games of a season in NFL history. Additionally, 
Allgeier surpassed Williams Andrews (1,023 in 1979) for the most rushing yards by a rookie in franchise history and 
became the sixth rookie selected in the fifth round-or-later to eclipse 1,000 rushing yards over the past 20 seasons. 
Patterson also set single-season career highs for rushing yards (695) and rushing touchdowns (eight). 


Per Pro Football Focus, Atlanta finished with the top run-blocking offense in the NFL in 2022 with an 83,7 rating ~ 
nearly six points higher than the next team, The Falcons limited opponents to an average of 9,7 quarterback pressures 
per game ~ an improvement of 5.3 pressures per game from 2021, Atlanta's 5.3 decrease per game is the eighth-highest 
one-year impravement by an offense in the past 15 seasons. 


DWAYNE LEDFORD 


Fourth: year guard Chris Lindstrom earned his first-career Pro Bowl honor, was named second-team AP All-Pro and 
graded out as Pro Football Focus’ top offensive player in the NFL in 2022. Right tackle Kaleb McCary started all 17 
games and graded out as PFF's fourth-best offensive tackle and eighth-best offensive lineman amongall positions in 
2022. McGary was given the third: best nun blocking grade (57.6) in the NFL. Only Lindstrom and San Francisco's Trent 


Williams graded out higher in the run game in 2022, 


{nhis first season in Atlanta, running back Cordarrelle Patterson sat then single-season career highs in rushing yards and rushing touchdowns behind Atlanta's affensive line, 
‘Additionally, third-year guard Chris Lindstrom was the only guard to appear in all 17 games and not allow a single sack in the NFL in 2021, per Pra Football Focus. 


Prior to joining Atlanta, Ledford spent two seasons (2019-20) at Louisville as the offensive coordinator/offensive line coach. In 2020, the Cardinals posted 2,686 passing yards 
and 2,200 rushing yards while averaging 29.5 points per game. In 2019, his offense was averaging 331 points per game and had a1,500-yard rusher (Javian Hawkins) and 1,200-yard 
receiver (Tutu Atwell), The team had four offensive players named to All-ACC team; Atwell (first-team), OT Mekhi Becton (first-team), Hawkins (second-team) and AP Hassan 
Hall (second-team). 


Ledford recently spent two years at Louisville as the offensive coordinator/affensive line coach. In 2020, the Cardinals posted 2,686 passing yards and 2,200 rushing yards 
while averaging 28.5 points per game, In 2019, his offense was averaging 33.1 points per game and had a 1,500-yard rusher (Javian Hawkins) and 1,200-yard receiver (Tutu Atwell), 
The team had four offensive players named to All-ACC team; Atwell (first-team), OT Mekhi Becton (first-team), Hawkins (second-team) and AP Hassan Hall (second-team), 


Before Louisville, Ledford spent three seasons as the offensive line coach and run game coordinator at NC State, where he helped construct the Wolfpack’s offensive lines into one 
of the best units in the ACC. Senior Garrett Bradbury was a consensus All-American earned Associated Press All-America honors and won the Rimington Trophy as the nation’s top 
center. Bradbury and left tackle Tyler Jones both made the All-ACC team this season. It was the first time since 1974 the Pack had two from the offensive linemen on the first-team, 


The Wolfpack had a 1,000-yard rusher in each season of Ledford’s tenure. NC State went from 2002 to 2015 without a 1,000-yard rusher, which was the longest drought in the 
country. In three seasons directing the offensive line, the Wolfpack saw their sack total decrease, ranking among the top 20 in the country, 


Ledford came to NC Stateafter four seasons coaching the offensive line at Appalachian State, and three years as co-offensive coordinator for the tun game. The Mountaineers 
set a Sun Belt single-season record with 11 wins in 2015, the team's first full year of FBS eligibility, and his offense ranked fourth in the FBS in sacks allowed in 2015 with just 0.85, 
per game, and paved the way for a 271.5 yard rushing average, ranking sixth nationally 


Before jaining the Appalachian State staff in 2012, Ledford spent one season as the offensive line coach and run game coordinator at Gardner-Webb and one season as the 
offensive line coach at Tennessee State 


Ledford's first coaching job came while he was still playing in the NFL, as he served as a strength and conditioning coach at North Carolina in 2005 and as an offensive line 
Intern with the Frankfurt Galaxy of NFL Europe in the spring of 2006, 


A seven-year NFL veteran, Ledford played for the San Francisco 49ers (1999-2000, 2003-04), jacksonville jaguars (2000), Carolina Panthers (2001), Cleveland Browns (2005) 
and New Orleans Saints (2006), He saw action in eight games, including one start, for the 49ers in 2003. 


Following his playing career, he was named the Galaxy's tight ends and tackles coach in the spring of 2007 before returning to the U.S. to serve as the offensive line coach at 
Sanderson High \n Raleigh that fall. He spent two seasons as a graduate assistant coach at his alma mater, East Carolina (2008-08), working with the offensive fine and euiding 
the Pirates to back-to-back Conference USA titles. 


Ledford played defensive line at ECU from 1995-97, starting all 1! games as a junior and finishing with 26 career tackles. He moved to offensive line prior to his senior campaign 
and made nine starts at left tackle in 1998 and was named a 1998-99 National Strength and Conditioning All-American. 


Anative of Marion, N.C., Ledford and his wife, Meredith, have two sons, Hudson and jordan. 
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‘oderick Moore, jr. was hired as an assistant strength and conditioning coach for the Falcons on Feb. 22, 2021; 


Moore joined the Falcons after spending the last two years as the Athletics Director of North America 
for Vald Performance, where they evaluated motion analysis, ground reaction forces, eccentric hamstring 
strength and bilateral asymmetry at all levels (Military, NFL, NBA, MLB, NHL, NCAA). 


Prior to his stint at Vald Performance, he was the Vice President of Sports (US & UK) for Sparta Science for a year 
and was the Vice President of Sports Performance at Catapult Sports two years before that. 


Moore's career started at University of Tennessee where he began as a graduate assistant strength coach (1999-2001) 
to assistant head strength coach (2001-04) to associate head strength coach (2004-07). 


After Tennessee, Moore became the head football strength coach for Florida International University (2007-10) and 
was promoted to co-director of strength and conditioning for the entire athletics department (2010-12), 


Moore earned his bachelor's degree in psychology from Morehouse College (1993-97) before earning a master's in 
human performance/sport psychology from University of Tennessee (1993-2001), Moore was a football varsity letterman 


RODERICK MOORE, JR. and a track & field varsity letterman during his time at Morehouse College. 


a ustin Peelle was hired as the Atlanta Falcons tight ends coach on Jan. 23, 2021. 


§n.2022, Atlanta offense led the NFL in fewest penalties, finished third in the NFL in rushing yards per game 

and 10th in third-down conversion rate. Atlanta also had the third-highest successful play rate on rushing 

attempts, based on EPA, at 45.) percent, Under Peelle's tutelage, seventh-year tight end MyCole Pruitt set single-season 

career highs for receptions (16), receiving yards (150) and touchdown receptions (four) in 13 games (three starts) in 2022, 

Pruitt led the NFL in receiving touchdowns per target (min. 20 targets), scoring touchdowns on 19 percent of his targets. 
Additionally, Parker Hesse set single-season career highs for receptions and receiving yards in 2022. 


Inhis first season coaching tight ends in Atlanta, rookie Kyle Pitts set the Falcons’ single-season rookie receiving 
record, single-season tight end receiving record, earned his first-career Pro Bowl nod and became the second rookie 
tight end to eclipse 1,000 receiving yards in NFL history joining Pro Football Hall of Famer Mike Ditka (1,067 in 1961), 
finishing the season with a team-high 1,026 receiving yards. 


Falcons tight ends, along with the running backs, combined for 2,251 receiving yards in 2021 - the most in the NFL 
and the most in a single season in franchise history. 


Prior to joining Atlanta's staff, Pelle spent the previous six seasons as the tight ends coach for the Philadelphia 
Eagles after serving as the Eagles assistant tight ends coach from 2013-14, 


JUSTIN PEELLE 


Peelle was instrumental in the development of three-time Pro Bowl tight end Zach Ertz, who recorded 525 receptions 
inhis first seven seasons, the most receptions through a tight end’s first seven seasons in NFL history, Ertz, Who caught 
the game-winning touchdown in Super Bow! Lit, also owns the single-season record for receptions (116 in 2018) by a tight end in league history. 


in 2019, Ertz and second-year tight end Dallas Goedert were vital to the success of the Eagles' offense. Ertz, who was selected to his third consecutive Pro Bowl, ranked third 
among NFL tight ends in receptions (88), fourth in receiving yards (916) and tied for fourth in receiving tauchdowns (six). Goedert also finished in the top 10 amone tight ends in 
receptions (58), receiving yards (607), receiving touchdowns (five) and yards after the catch (331 yards). 


Under Peelle's tutelage in 2018, Ertz broke the single-season franchise receptions record with 116 and earned a second-consecutive Pro Bow! nod, Pelle also helped develop 
rookie tight end Dallas Goedert, who finished with four receiving touchdowns - the most among all rookie tight ends that season. 


Since Goedert was drafted by the Eagles in 2018, Philadelphia's tight ends recorded the most receptions (417) and receiving yards (4,388) of any team in the NFL. 


In 2017, the Eagles were just one of two teams in the NFL to have two tight ends with at least five receiving touchdowns (Ertz and Trey Burton), Ertz was named to his first- 
career Pro Bowl after finishing third in the NFL among tight ends with 824 receiving yards and a career-high eight touchdowns. 


Originally selected by the San Diego Chargers in the fourth round of the 2002 NFL Draft, Peelle played in the NFL for 10 seasons with the Chargers (2002-05), Miami Dolphins 
(2006-07), Atlanta Falcons (2008-10) and San Francisco 49ers (2011) and recorded 123 receptions for 1,0003 yards and 12 touchdowns in 151 career games. 


Pelle recorded 70 receptions for 944 yards and 14 touchdowns in 42 games at the University of Oregon. He earned first-ream All-Pac 10 honors as a senior finishing as a semi- 
finalist forthe john Mackey Award after pasting 34 receptions for 431 yards and nine touchdowns in 2001 


A fotir-time All-Pac-10 Academic Team selection, Pelle graduated from Oregon with a degree in political science. He and his wife, Sara, have two sons, Morris and Thompson, 
and a daughter, Ada, 
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MATT PEES 


MICK PERRY 


MICHAEL PITRE 


game, 4.5 yards per carry and 59 rushing touchdowns, 


att Pees was hired as an Atlanta Falcons defensive assistant on Jan. 23, 2021 
In 2022, Atlanta's defense led the league in fewest penalties per game (1.06) and limited opponents to 
the second-fewest second half points per game this season allowing only 7 points per game afterhalftime, 


Prior to joining Atlanta's staff, Pees spent the 2020 season as the head football coach at Findlay (Ohio) High School, 


From 2018-19, Pees served as a defensive assistant and quality control coach for the Tennessee Titans where he 
worked with the defensive line, 


Before joining the Titans, Pees spent two seasons as the head coach at Green Mountain (Colo,) High School and has 
eight years of high school football coaching experience. 


Anative of Bowling Green, Ohio, Pees initially walked on at Kent State University before becoming the team's 
video coordinator. 


He graduated from Metro State University of Denver with a degree in history and political science and eared a 
master's degree in education from Regis University in Denver, 


Pees and his wife, Emily, have two children, Wyatt and Adelyn. 


ick Perry was named as the Atlanta Falcons assistant wide receivers coach on Feb. 27, 2023, after serving as 
Atlanta’s defensive backs coach from 2021-22. 


1n 2022, Atlanta's defense led the league in fewest penalties per game (1,06) and limited opponents to the 
second-fewest second half points per game allowing only 7:3 points per game after halftime. Under Perry's tutelage, 
safeties Richie Grant (122) and Jaylinn Hawkins (82) both set single-season career highs for total tackles, Grant added 
seven passes defensed, three tackles for loss, two interceptions, one forced fumble, one fumble recovery and one 
blocked punt, while Hawkins finished with six passes defensed, two interceptions, one forced fumble, one fumble 
recovery and one touchdown. Additionally, rookie comerback Dee Alford finished with 25 total tackles, 0.5 sack, one 
interception and seven passes defensed in 2022 


In 2021, Falcons comerback A,). Terrell limited opponents to 23 receptions for 200 yards on 66 targets and tallied 
a career-high three touchdowns. Terrell held opposing passers ta a 475 passer rating when targeted, according to Pro 
Football Focus, marking the lowest passer rating by a cornerback that played at least 50 percent of coverage snaps last 
season, Terrell, in his second season, was named second-team AP All-Pro in 2021, 


Prior to joining the Falcons staff, Perry spent the previous four seasons (2017-20) as a graduate assistantand 
analyst at the University of Alabama during which time the Crimson Tide made three College Football Playoff National 
Championship appearances, winning two. 


Perry signed with the Baltimore Ravens following the 2015 NFL Draft and spent time with the Philadelphia Eagles 
in 2016 before returning to Alabama to begin his coaching career. 


ichael Pitre was hired as the Atianta Falcons running backs coach on fan. 31, 2022 
In his first season as the Falcons running backs coach, Atlanta offense led the NFL in fewest penalties, 

finished third in the NFL in rushing yards per game and 10th in third-down conversion rate. Atianta also had 

the third-highest successful play rate on rushing attempts, based on EPA, at 45.1 percent. The Falcons rushing attack 


averaged 74.5 more rushing yards per game in 2022 thanit did in 2021, resulting in the largest one-season improverrent: 
by any team since at least 2001, 


With Cordarrelle Patterson (340), Tyler Allgeier (324), Marcus Mariota (280) and Caleb Huntley (268), the Falcons 
became the first team to have four players with at least 250 rushing yards through the first eight eames of a season in 
NFL history. Additionally, Allgeiet surpassed Williams Andrews (1,023 in 1979) for the most rushing yards by a rookie in 
franchise history and became the sixth rookie selected in the fifth round-or-later to eclipse 1,000 rushing yards over the 
past 20 seasons, Patterson also set single-season career highs for rushing yards (695) and rushing touchdowns (eight). 


Pitre (PEA-tree) came to Atlanta having most recently served as the running backs coach for the Chicago Bears. In 
2021, the Bears’ rushing attack averaged 118.7 rushing yards per game - the 14th highest in the NFL last season, Chicago's 
backs tallied 54 carries of 10-plus yards and 13 carries for 20-plus yards - tied for the seventh most in the league in 
2021. Bears running back David Montgomery rushed for 849 yards on 225 carries (3.8 avg) and seven touchdowns in 
13 games last season, 


Prior to his time in Chicago, Pitre spent three years (2018-20) at Oregon State where he served as the running backs 
coach and recrulting coordinator. In three seasons under Pitre, the Beavers’ rushing attack averaged 165.8 yards per 


Under Pitre, Jermar Jefferson - the Associated Press’ Co-Offensive Pac-12 Player of the Year in 2020 - earned the Beavers’ rushing titles in both 2018 (1,380) and 2020 (858) 
while also leading the entire offense in touchdowns during both seasons (2018 ~ 12; 2020 - 7). 


Prior to his arival Oregon State, Pitre coached running backs at Montana State from 2014-17. In his final season at MSU, the Bobcats led the Big Sky Conference and ranked 
seventh nationally in yards per game (249.5). Collectively, the Bobcats ranked among the Top 20 FCS rushing teams in each of Pitre's four seasons with the team, includinga palt 


‘of Top 10 finishes, 
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Pitre received his start at the collegiate level working as a graduate assistant at the University of Colorado from 2012-13. The Buffs’ rushing attack finished above 100.0 yards 
er game in each of Pitre's two years in Boulder. Primarily working with running backs and the offensive line, Pitre oversaw the development of NFL offensive lineman David 
Bakhtiari (2012) and running back Phillip Lindsay (2013) 


Pitre played fullback at UCLA from 2003-07 where he was a three-year starter, appearing in 36 games and totaling 406 all-purpose yards on SB touches (7.0 avg.) with four 
‘touchdowns. He was a teamcaptain in 2006. 


ike Snyder is in his second season as a football analyst for the Atlanta Falcons. 
Prior ta joining the Falcons, Snyder spent four seasons (2018-21) with the Chicago Bears where he served 
‘as an offensive quality control coach for four seasons and served as the assistant quarterbacks coach in 2021, 
Snyder also has six years of coaching experience at the collegiate level with Coastal Carolina (2015-17) and 
Wingate (2012-14). In addition to his on the field experience, he owns a Master's Degree in Sports Management from 
Wingate University, 
In 2020, Chicago averaged 331.4 total net yards per game. It was the fifth-highest yards per game finish by a Bears 
offense over the past 20 seasons. 


Following the 2019 season, Snyder was selected to coach wide receivers in the East-West Shrine Bowl for 
college prospects. 

In 2018, Snyder was part of an offensive staff that helped the Bears average 26.3 points per game, fourth-bast In 
the NFC, and scored 24-or-more points 11 times in 2018 and were the only team to hold a second-halflead in every 


AE AV Eee regular-season game in 2018 


As the offensive analyst at Coastal Carolina, Snyder was tasked with assisting the running backs during daily 
individual drills, breaking down the film of upcoming opponent's defenses, producing a coach's report of opponent's 
base and third-down defenses and preparing a weekly blitz report distributed to players. Snyder began his college 
coaching career at Wingate in (2012-14) as a quarterback and special teams graduate assistant before being hired as 


‘the school’s running backs coach (2013-14), 


Previously, Snyder spent three years at Palmyra Area (Pa.) High School. He was the passing game coordinator, quarterhacks coach and wide receivers coach at various times 
during his tenure, 


A. 2009 graduate of Lebanon Valley (Pa.) College, Snyder eared a Bachelor's Degree in Political Science while winning three-letters as a pitcher on the Dutchmen baseball team. 


Stallworth came to the Falcons after three seasons with the New York Football Giants, Prior to his time with 


| ge Stallworth was hired as the Atlanta Falcons strength and conditioning coach on Feb. 3, 2021. 
the Giants, he was the Head Strength and Conditioning coach at Western Kentucky University. 


Prior to his stint at WKU, Stallworth spent one season as the head strength and conditioning coach at Fresno State, 
Prior to Fresno State, Stallworth spent time at Texas Tech after a season at North Carolina State, 


Stallworth was the associate head strength and conditioning coach for three seasons at Mississippi State. That 
Included the program's best season in 2014, when the Bulldogs rose to No. 1in the Associated Press poll behind the play 
of quarterback Dak Prescott and earned their first Orange Bowl berth since 194), Stallworth has coached NFL players 
atall his collegiate coaching stops. 


Stallworth previously worked as the head strength coach at FCS schools Grambling State (2008-11) and South 
Carolina State (2004-08). 


Stallworth was a linebacker at the University of Tennessee from 1997-2001, a period in which the Volunteets played 
In five bowl games, won 2 SEC conference championships, and won the 1998 national championship 


THOMAS STALLWORTH 


Stallworth earned his Dactor of Psychology in Sport and Performance Psychology from the University of Arizona 
Global Campus, his master’s degree in Sport Administration from the University of Tennessee, and his bachelor's degree 
in Sports Management from the University of Tennessee. 


Stallworth |s married to the former Ingrid Garvin, and the couple has two children, India and Thomas I 
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obby Thomas was hired as an assistant strength and conditioning coach for the Falcons on Feb, 22, 2021, 


Thomas has spent the previous three seasons (2018-20) as the associate director of strength & 

conditioning for the Western Kentucky Hilltoppers football program where he was responsible forthe design, 

implementation and ongoing evaluation of the long-term injured /reintegration program. He also assisted with all 
strength and conditioning, speed and agllity and recovery for the team. 


Prior to his tenure at Western Kentucky, Thomas spent two seasons (2016-17) as a strength & conditioning assistant 
at Fresno State University. In his role, he was responsible for the design and implementation of the injury prevention 
program among other responsibilities. He also spent one season (2015) as a strength & conditioning assistant for North 
Carolina State's football program, one season (2014) as a sports performance intern at Stanford University and two 
seasons (2012-13) as a graduate assistant at the University of South Dakota. 


Thomas earned a Bachelor of Science degree in kinesiology from Humboldt State University in Arcata, Callf, and 
earned a masters of arts in interdisciplinary studies from the University of South Dakota in Vermillion, 5.0. 


BOBBY THOMAS 


game specialist in 2021. In his previous role, Yates worked primarily with Atlanta's wide receivers. 


Jn Yates’ first season as wide receivers coach, Drake London finished his rookie season with 72 receptions 
for 866 yards and four touchdowns, surpassing Kyle Pitts (68 in 2021) for the most receptions by a rookie in franchise 
history. Additionally, fourth-year receiver Olamide Zaccheaus set single-season career highs for receptions (40) and 
receiving yards (533), while matching his career high with three touchdown receptions 


T: Yates was hired as the Atlanta Falcons wide receivers coach on March 22, 2022, after serving as passing 


Yates joined the Falcons coaching staff after spending two seasons (2019-20) working with the Houston Texans. in 
2020, he served as the assistant quarterbacks coach helping Deshaun Watson earn his third Pro Bow! nod. With Yates’ 
assistance, Watson led the NFL with 4,823 passing yards while throwing 33 touchdowns against seven interceptions 
and completing 70.2 percent of his passes. Yates spent the 2019 season as an offensive assistant helping the Texans 
capture an AFC South title after a 10-6 regular season. Houston defeated the Buffalo Bills in the Wild Card Round and 
advanced to the Divisional Round for the fourth time in team history. 


Yates spent seven seasons in the NFL as a quarterback playing for the Texans (2011-13, 2015, 2017, Falcons (2014), 
Dolphins (2016), and Buffalo Bills (2017), He was originally selected by the Texans in the fifth round (152nd overall) of the 
2011 NFL Draft and went on to start five regular-season games and both postseason games that season, He completed 
11-of-20 passes for 159 yards and one touchdown in the Wild Card Playoff Round vs. Cincinnati in the franchise's first 
postseason game and postseason victory, 


T). VATES 


Yates appeared in 13 games with five starts over three seasons with the Texans before being traded to the Falcons 
where he spent one season backing up Matt Ryan. Yates returned to Houston in 2015 and appeared in four games with two starts. After spending time with the Dolphins and Bills, 
he returnéd for a third stint with the Texans in 2017 threw a career-high four touchdowns in four games played. 


Priorta his NFL career, Yates was a four-year starter at the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill, N.C, He set records for most completions and passing yards in a single 
‘game, single season, and career. He also became the first quarterback in school history to record more than 3,000 passing yards in a single season and was named Honorable- 
Mention All-ACC as a seniorin 2010, 


A Marietta, Ga, native, Yates and his wife, Amy, have two sons, Carter and Teddy. 
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MVP is a community that We reduce homelessness, suicide, | We need your help to continue 
empowers and connects our improve health and wellness, and this mission! MVP has many 
members through various much more! Veterans and Athletes sponsors and partners that 
events, communication, and come together weekly for a formal help us operate and raise funds 
trusted resources. Our physical training and peer to peer allowing our charity, a 501(c)3, 
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School District Publishing had the opportunity to interview Nate Boyer, a 
co-founder of MVP who has served in the US Army and was a part of the 
Texas Longhorns football team as a long snapper. Boyer also directed and 
starred in the film “MVP” that is inspired by true events of the formation of 
the Merging Vets & Players organization and is now available for streaming 
on Prime Video, iTunes, Showtime and more. Boyer went into detail about 
some of the accomplishments and future events for MVP as well as what the 
organization is all about. Schoo! District Publishing conducted this interview 
via email. Responses were edited for clarity. 


What is Merging Vets and Players primary purpose 
and goal? 

Merging Vets and Players bring together combat vets and former profes- 
sional athletes. We help them find purpose and identity when the 
uniform comes off. Most careers in the military and professional sports 
sort of peak at early to mid 20s which is different than a lot of professions 
and that feeling like you could never be great again at a pretty young age 
and feeling like your best days behind you can be tough and a lot of 
people can struggle with that. That’s why | co-founded Merging Vets and 
Players, we can merge these two communities together. We help them 
with the next phase and we help them transition from sports or the 
military into something else. 


What are some future events that you are looking 
forward to as an organization? 

We actually just had our first gala at the Star in Dallas. It was amazing, we 
had the support of the Cowboys, We are looking forward to hosting more 
events in the Austin area and also Houston, Last year, from the University 
of Houston Football team coach [Dana] Holgerson and the entire staff 
and players wore MVP shirts for their veteran's day game, that was really 
special. Coming up soon in Tennessee we are talking about doing an 
event with the 101st Airborne which is outside of Nashville and we are 
looping in the Titans and some other athletic organizations around 
there. We are always doing something often, we always got little events 
going on and fun things that we can do. We are open to new ideas. At our 
eight chapters around the country we meet up on a weekly basis. 


What are some of the organization’s recent accom- 
plishments? 

| think having our eight chapters for being a pretty young organization is 
a big accomplishment, We are only seven years old and we have chapters 
in Los Angeles, Las Vegas, Chicago, Atlanta, New York, Seattle, Dallas and 
Phoenix. There's also a virtual chapter that allows members from 
anywhere to join, We are hoping to open chapters in Austin, Houston, 
Nashville and many other places. We have thousands of members across 
the country and we been having conversations about doing stuff 
internationally as well. 


How has your career in football shaped you as a 
person? 

| loved having the opportunity to run out on the field in the one profes- 
sional game | played in Seattle. It was Peyton Manning's final season and 


we were up against the Broncos. It was amazing | am so fortunate to have 
that experience, For someone who had not played football until they 
were 29 years old, to have that chance at 34 in the NFL being the oldest 
guy on the team but also being a rookie it is very surreal 


Since you never played football in high school, what 
made you want to try out for the Texas team and get 
into football? 

Football was always my favorite sport, | just did not have the opportunity 
to play growing up, it never worked out. | regretted not finding a way to 
play since it was always my favorite. | thought !'m going to college 
anyway why not try out for the team. What's the worst that could happen 
- I'd get cut. So, | tried out and | made it. | spent time during my last year 
in the military getting prepared for it. If | didn’t give it a shot it would 
bother me. 


What advice would you give to current high school 
athletes? 

| would say to take the thankless job and do whatever it takes to get on 
the field and stay on the field regardless of position. | started long 
snapping because | wasn’t good enough to play safety. | figured some- 
thing else out and wanted to try another way to contribute and ended 
up playing three years at Texas and that's the whole reason | got picked 
up in the NFL. It doesn’t have to be long snapping but there's a lot of 
positions out there especially on special teams that get bigger and 
bigger as you climb the ranks. Knowing how to do all that stuff is really 
important. When your coach says, “Hey who can do this,’ and you can do 
it no matter what itis, you are putting yourself in a better position. 


Is there anything else you would like to share? 
Definitely check out our MVP movie, you can learn more about our 
organization. Watch the movie which is available on Amazon Prime, 
AppleTV and Showtime. Also, vetsandplayers.org is the website for our 
organization. If you are able to donate we always appreciate that. If you 
want to be involved or help set up an event, We want to collaborate. | 
think there is a lot of opportunity. We are lucky to have the type of 
community that we have and we want to extend the idea that we are 
there for people in need and the athlete community as well and if you 
know any one that's a vet or athlete connect them with us. 
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16-inch 1920 x 1200 IPS display along with state-of-the-art cooling, you can 
push performance to its maximum potential. 


* 13th Gen Intel® Core™ i5-13500HX Processor 
* Overclockable NVIDIA® GeForce RTX™ 4050 Laptop GPU 


Available at 
+ 16.0” WUXGA IPS Display with NVIDIA G-SYNC™ 
BUY. * Sth Gen AeroBlade™ 3D Dual Metal Fans 
a 
(© 2023 Acer America Corporation Alright reserved. Acer andthe Acerlogo are registered trademarks of Acer Inc. Other trademark trademarks, and/or service marks indicated or 


registered 
otherwise, are the property oftheirrespective owners. Intel, the intel Logo, Inte inside, Intel Core, and Core Inside are trademarks of Intl Corporation orits subsidiaries inthe US. and/or other countries. 
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Badger QUALITY FOR ALL. GUARANTEED: 


Oat 


Deliciously 


salted carame! 
cs cluster 


TALENT MEETS 
TECHNOLOGY 


When we put the latest technology and digitalization 
tools in the hands of our talented team members, 
there’s nothing they can’t accomplish. 


Come be a part of the future of 
American manufacturing at 
ussteel.com/careers 


U. S. Steel 
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SOLVE YOUR CEILING & WALL PROBLEMS WITH 
PARKLAND'S PROVEN SOLUTIONS 


SpectraTile® 
Ceiling Tiles 


The last ceiling tile you will ever 
need! Will not bow or warp, 
100% waterproof. 


NRP-FR Wall 
Panels 


Corner Guard 


Two piece comer guard hides 
manual fasteners. Protect your 
comers and prevent damage with 


Stop Repainting your walls! 
Use Easy to Install NRP-FR 
to protect against frequent 


heavy duty corner guard! 


damage! 


SPECTRATILE® e NRP-FR e CORNER GUARD 


SpectraTile Ceiling Tiles 
100% Waterproof Ceiling Tile! 
Stop Replacing Ceiling Tiles! 

Will Not Discolor, Bow, or Warp 
Non Absorbent 

Class A Fire Rating per ASTM E-84 
GREENGUARD Gold Certified 
Scrubbable & Washable 


White Ceiling Tiles 
(Repertoire Available in Black) 


Available in Several Textures 


Parkland Performance™ 


WALLS & CEILINGS 


NRP-FR Wall Panels 
Durable Wall Protection! 


Does Not Support Growth of Mold 
or Mildew! 


Class A Fire Rating per ASTM E-84 


Dual Certification ICC-ES Research 
Report #3117 


GREENGUARD Gold Certified 
Scrubbable & Washable 


Does Not Easily Scratch or Become 
Marred! 


Available in Several Colors and Textures 


Call for Free Samples 
800.835.4110 
www.parklandplastics.com 


Corner Guard 
Heavy Duty Corner Guards! 


* 2 Piece Corner Guard Covers all 
Attachment Points! 


Attach Backer With Screws and 
Snap Cover Over the Base Easily 
and Quickly! 


Heavy Duty Corner Guard Great for 
Protecting Corners From Wheelchairs, 
Luggage Carts, and Most Day to Day 
Abuse at any Facility! 


SPECTRATILE 


Only 35 minutes from Atlanta, Woodstock offers easy access to 
the best beer festivals, hiking trails, pumpkin patches and 
more. As a perfect weekend get-away, you won't want to miss 
our Scarecrow Invasion, WDSTKtoberfest, Taste of Woodstock, 
and other fun events. 


Score tn 
Same-day hiring has never been Ay 


Beat the clock every time when you switch from urine to oral fluid drug testing. 


OFVEC 
Neamsiiantce 


Stop waiting days for results. Choose OralTox? 


Learn more about changing the game in drug testing with OralTox® Oo 
For full product information, please visit PremierBiotech.com 
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OFFICIAL CHOCOLATE BAR SPONSOR OF THE NFL 


LEFT EARLY AND MISSED 


YOUR TEAM'S 
COMEBACK? 


ROOKIE MISTAKE? —> 
MAYBE YOU JUST NEED & 4¥/ 


(©2023 Mars or Affiliates. 
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~ 


ANS 
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* TitosVodka.com + Crafted to be savored responsibly. 
DISTILLED & BOTTLED BY FIFTH GENERATION INC. AUSTIN, TEXAS 40% ALC./VOL. © 2022 TITO'S HANDMADE VODKA. 


FAN-FAVORITE FROZEN 
SPECIALTY DRINKS 
INCLUDING BEST SELLING 
FLAVORS — 


WE OFFER 3 
DIFFERENT sizes. 
16 02,209 oz, Z 
AND 4 REFILLABLE 
24 OZ TUMBLER 
AS WELL AS 4 
VARIETY OF BEER 
AND Floaters! 


770.672.0049 or 
THEBATTERY@FATTUESDAYATL.COM 
LOCATED NEXT TO EL SUPER PAN 


VALID FOR THE 2023-2024 SEASON. CODE: RISEUP 


_NEW! ‘ 
Fresh Step 
Health = 


Monitoring 
Litter 


Cats are a mystery. 
But their health doesn’t 
have to be, with 
pH-activated litter from 
Fresh Step that helps 
detect illness early. 


CRYSTALS. 


ites] know more. H H 
worry less. + “MONITOR 


The season’s 
best starting lineup 
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XTRA LIVE SPORTS, NO XTRA COST 


Visit beINSPORTSXTRA.COM for more details and how to watch 


CARTERSVILLE 


BA 


Achieve the perfect play in Cartersville. Make the short drive 
north on |-75 to huddle up with your best “players.” Georgia's 
Museum City kicks off with chrome and classic cars at the 
new Savoy Automobile Museum. Next, your inner Falcon will 
soar through the stars above a Jurassic team that once ruled 
the earth at Tellus Science Museum. Make the most of your 
overtime with a visit to the Booth Western Art Museum. 


See how America was shaped from the battlefields of war 
to expansion in the Wild West. A little fourth-quarter fun is 
found at Drowned Valley Brewing Company. Experience 


award-winning local brews combined with the region's best 
food trucks and axe throwing to sharpen your game. Continue 
Into Historic Downtown Cartersville, where tasty restaurants 
and iconic shops rank high on the region's scoreboards. Find 
the end zone with luxe accommodations at Barnsley Resort 
and get in some extra points with a round of championship golf 
or sporting clays. Smooth your feathers with a trail ride visit 

to the Barnsley Barnyard or a relaxing Spa treatment paired 
with wine & cheese and a fireside concert. Only in Cartersville 
Bartow will you score with this winning playbook! 


Scan the code to visit 
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@ BOSCH 


Invented for life 


= 


ss : a 
The industry’s fastest 
refrigerator ice maker.* 


Bosch's patented ice system produces up to 40 glasses of filtered ice daily.** 
Now say farewell to frequent ice runs to the store. 


view ‘on 
HomeDepot.com 


y ae 4 
STOP*BY° FOR*AN* UNFORGETTABLE DINING 
EXPERIENCE -AT, MERCEDES* BENZ STADIUM, 

(LEVELS 100, 200% 300) ORCAT.. ' 
JOUR’ MARIETTA>& CANTON RESTAURANTS. 


ALTERNATIVELY, BRING THE EXPERIENCE*HOME | 
WITH OUR SIGNATURE BBO SAUCE® AVAILABLE™- 
AT YOUR NEAREST GROCERY STORE 


° , MP 


For military veteran caregivers, caregiving often starts 
earlier in life and lasts longer. To better care for your 
loved one, you must also care for yourself. 


ry 
mgt SIO 
il 


Get a FREE military veterans caregiving guide a 


aarp.org/ caregiving 


“TAILGATE HEAVEN 


Whether you are in the parking lot tailgating or grilling in your own backyard, 
nothing is better than Hofmann’ ridiculously tasty, natural casing German Franks. 


en ——s 
TASTE TELLS! 
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Simply the Beat Handenafted 
HOT DOGS & SAUSAGES 
in America Sirce 1579 


Available 
y at Publix 


HofmannSausage.com 


DEN. 
~~ 
-= . 

a. 


be your best. 
every day. 4 
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BOAT ROCK BOULDERING AREA 


AW mn < 


WELCOME'AL More Lives Here 


South Fulton CVB 


“BG 
ATLANTA HAWKS BASKETBALL COURTS 


rs & SUMITOMO TIRES 


HTRJENHANGE ENCOUNTER’ 


BEST TIRES SCAN THE QI 
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SUMITOMO FAI 
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HEARING CARE IS HEALTH CARE 


When you take care of your hearing health, you take 
care of your quality of life and overall health. 


Atlanta Hearing Associates is dedicated 
to our mission to make each patient 
feel like they are a part of our family. 


Atlanta Hearing Associates is a large 
audiology practice that encompasses 5 
different locations throughout Georgia. 
Our offices provide comprehensive 
hearing tests, tinnitus assessments, ear 
cleaning, and hearing devices for all 
ages. 


Every doctor you will meet is focused 
on your needs as a patient and works 
with every manufacturer to provide a 
personalized fitting. Each location 


utilizes state of the art technology 
and family-oriented care to help 
guide our patients to the best 
hearing devices and information 
on hearing healthcare. 


We also partner with different 
agencies to provide audiological 
care to veterans, ATF officers, 
reservists, police departments, 
Cochlear implants recipients, and 
community wellness groups. 


We accept all major insurances for 
patients who have a hearing healthcare 
benefit that they are eligible to use. 


Our offices are located in Decatur, Dunwoody, Lake Oconee, Sandy Springs, and Milledgevile. 
Dunwoody * 1713 Mount Vernon Rd, Suite 4, Dunwoody, Ga, 30338 * (770) 394-9499 
Decatur * 1991 North Williamsburg Drive, Suite A100, Decatur, Ga, 30033 * (404) 500-1026 


Sandy Springs * 5555 Peachtree Dunwoody, Ste 125, Atlanta, Ga, 30342 * (770) 394-9499 
Milledgeville * 111 Fieldstone Drive, Suite 106, Milledgeville, Ga. 31061 * (478) 452-0578 


Lake Oconee * 1051 Parkside Commons, Suite 103, Greensboro, Ga. 30642 * (70) 


Dr. Anesheia Prince + 


16) 454-0578 


e@ 
\TLANTA HEARING 
ASSOCIATES 
Better Hearing is a Better Life 


www.HearAtlanta.com 


Electrical Technician m= HVAC Medical Assistant 
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#1 Doctor 
recommended 


brand for pain relief 
& fever reduction 
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These are "The Good Old Days" 


Childhood doesn't last forever, but the memories you make can. 
In Ellijay, your kids can play in the woods, chase fireflies, explore the 
great outdoors, and so much more. Come create memories that last 
a lifetime in our corner of the world. 
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Ch te 
ALANTA 
OPENING DOORS ~~ 


TO LANDLORD PARTNERSHIPS 


LEASING YOUR UNITS TO ATLANTA HOUSING 
RESIDENTS WITH VOUCHERS IS PROFITABLE 


AND SIMPLE. 


Partner with Atlanta Housing and score a touchdown 
with the most reliable income in real estate. 


BENEFITS INCLUDE: 


- Direct-deposit and market-competitive rents 
- Discounts on home improvement materials 
- Rent boosts for energy efficient units 

- Property Protection 


Scan here to learn more. 


col Ty) 


@housingatlanta 


a & www.atlantahousing.org 


ZAXBYS 


OFFICIAL CHICKEN OF THE ATLANTA FALCONS 
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ORDER AHEAD 
& EARN REWARDS 


AT ZAXBY’S.COM 
2 OR ON THE APP 


GET IT DELIVERED 
© WITH YOUR FAVORITE 
(ey DELIVERY APP 
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ma BUTTERBALL } 


Today, we turkey 


Today, we 
tackle the tailgate 


For gameday favorites the whole family will love, 
visit Butterball.com 


SIZZLE. 
DRIZZLE. 
ENJOY. 


Ceuchr) 
Blaze yout Tail. 


SINCE 1920 


LIGHTS INSTANTLY 


MATCH LIGHT THE ORIGIN! 
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PREMIER 


PADE 


THE OFFICIAL GLOBAL PADEL TOUR 
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FOR SCHEDULES AND WHERE TO WATCH, PLEASE VISIT 
WWwW.BEINSPORTS.COM 


BUFFALO 


NOW AVAILABLE AT SELECT RETAILERS 


WANT MORE? Get to our sports bars to check out our full 
lineup of signature sauces and seasonings. 


Copyright ©2023 Butfalo Wild Wings, Inc 
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EXPERIENCE GEORGIA'S 


EAST {iddew Cyem 


GEORGIA 


"Where The World Meets” 


Ethnically diverse urban community in Georgia offering small-city 
charm with big-city amenities, and a melting pot of arts, history, 
culture, shopping, dining and entertainment. 


(29) Bb NoRTH 
7 East Point 
ai) Tyler Perry Studios 
EXIT 2 MILE 


Home to Camp Creek Marketplace with over 55 retail stores and 
restaurants, the Dick Lane Velodrome, the renowned Tyler Perry 
Studios, and Hollywood's location of choice to film series and movies. 
Our wide selection of hotels representing the major hotel brands are 
perfect to host your overnight accommodations, special events, 
meetings and conventions. East Point is truly "Where the World Meets." 


Progressive 
Leasing” 


IMPERFECT CREDIT 
DOESN’T HAVE TO 
BE A PENALTY. 


30% of the U.S. population has subprime credit'. Progressive 
Leasing has helped millions of customers get the items they 
need with no-credit-needed lease-to-own purchase options 
for over 20 years. Join our network of more than 30,000 retail 
partners to offer your customers our industry-leading 
lease-to-own option and never miss another sale. 


Visit www.progleasing.com to learn more. Find a store near you: 


Progressive Leasing obtains information from credit bureaus. Not all applicants are approved, The advertised service is lease-to-own or 
a rental- or lease-purchase agreement provided by Prog Leasing, LLC, or its affiliates. Acquiring ownership by leasing costs more than 
the retailer's cash price. Leasing available on select items at participating locations only. Not available in MN, NJ, VT, WI, WY. 


'Stolba, Stefan, Fewer Subprime Consumers Across U.S, in 2021.7 June 2021. Experian, www.experian.com/bloaask-experian/research/subprime-study 23-615051 
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€> Kimberly-Clark 
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Vi iva pull Ups Depend ‘Rise 


® Registered Trademark and TM Trademark of Kimberly-Clark Worldwide, Inc. © KCWW. © Disney 


Centrum 
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SILVER 


Centrum Centrum ‘Centrum 
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A recent large scale clinical study, COSMOS-Mind, found that 


Cognitive health is an essential component 
of our overall well-being as we age. 


Oo Available at Publix 


52072 Haun ep of compe ice 
{Fete sinters Rave et bee evausteaby te Food and Grp Aainsvain These produ: ae ot ended ts Angnooe Weal, Gao preven ay daca | 


Scan Code for publix.com/digital-coupons 


Valuable Coupon Savings Ree © Redeem at Pubsix 
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FOOTBALL WITHOUT SNICKERS’? 


ROOKIE MISTAKE’ 
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SNICKERS A 
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@ ,Ruhaani 
Development 


ith over 25 years of experience in real estate acquisition and custom home 
building, we understand what it takes to transform homes and communities 
in an expeditious manner. 


We have the home team winning formula to make real estate a smart investment for 
families and businesses alike. 


ruhaanidevelopment.com | info@ruhaanidevelopment.com 


as ‘Ro 
TOUNPLUG. — 
GAME ANYWHERE. =~ 


BestBuy.com/AMB 


AMD«¢l 


together we advance_ 
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ATLANTA'S #1 


|DRAFT 
PICK 


/ DUR ROSTER OF DENTAL 
PROFESSIONALS 15 
SECOND TO NONE! 


Cs 
CoastDental 
& Orthodontics 


| FAMILY DENTISTRY | SPECIALTY SERVICES — 
Call TODAY or Book Online 
(877) 880-1 212 CoastDental.com 


ibe Seals a independent contractors of Coast Dental of Georgia, P.C., (Adam Dias i US, DADIEG9) Gans Dot Sr 8, LLC cor le Fede 
slaw sex. © CO102232 RO i 


ity 
sweets and treats at Old Mill Market and Seacr 
are guaranteed the adventure and memory-making 
you crave, no matter the season. Stay, shop and dine ~ 
with us as you experience the beauty, history and 
excitement all around you! 


WELCOME CENTER ON THE SQUARE 
20 North Jackson St. 

Just off I-75 at exit 186/7 
478.974.1460 + visitforsythga.com 


< EARM 
HAMLIN HILLS FARM 


FORSYTH 


3301 WEST CURRAHEE e 


Spend your Saturday strolling through the 
rows of vines at the Vineyard. Then kick back 
and listen to live music while enjoying a large 
selection of wines and slushies. 


A small, family-owned winery creating 
hand-crafted wines from Vinifera, Muscadine 
and other native grapes. 


We invite you to try award-winning wines, 
gaze at the mountain and become a part of 
the Currahee Story, 


AHEEVINEYARDS. 
TOCCOA, GA 30577 


COM 


GREATEST 
DUMPSTER PN 


an 


WWW.BINTHEREDUMPTHATUSA.COM 
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#1 


Public University 
in social mobility 
for regional 
universities, South 


2023 US. NEWS & WORLD REPORT 


Public HBCU 
in Georgia 


2025 US, NEWS & WORLD REPORT 


www.fvsu.edu 


in National Science 
Foundation STEM 
research funding 
among public 
teaching colleges 
in Georgia 


NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 


FEEL THE 


WHOA 


WITH LISTERINE | 
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WE TAKE 


ELEVATOR BRAKING SOLUTIONS 
TO NEW HEIGHTS 


you down 
of engineering ptional braking 
elevato e 2d to ease 


MADE IN AMERICA, BUILT FOR THE WORLD 
HilliardBrakeSystems.com 


FaqgnneaD 
RECON GRAPPLER’ A/T 


TIRESanytime. 
To find the retailer nearest you, go to www.tiresanytime.com 


2022 U.S. AutoForce 6/23 


INDUSTRY-LEADING 
SYNTHETIC | WM Valvoline. 


AX street 


+ Home to Two State Parks — 
Tugaloo State Park & Victoria Bryant State Park 


+ Situated on Lake Hartwell 


» Fresh, Local Cuisine 


Fresh, Local Cuisine 
Oo 6 
S : 
vanklin z 
¢ MBER OF COMMERCE ( 


(706) 384-4659 | www.franklin-county.com 


+ Ty Cobb Museum 
Fascinating Attractions 


Halfway between Atlanta & Greenville 


YouTube : Franklin-County-Chamber-o 
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A Ranch am 
~ AMERICA’S FAVORITE RANCH 


~~ NEW BUFFALO AND 
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Disaster 
could show up at 
YOUR doorstep. 


Make a 
plan today. 


LIVING 
WITHIN 
YOUR 
PURPOSE 


A BIJAN ROBINSON STORY 
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Those closest to Bijan Robinson tell the dramatic origin story of a boy who survived 
an early scare and grew up truly obsessed with the game. 
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official for the Pac-12, he traveled often and worked too many games to count aver the course of three decades in the profession, 
His favorite part of those travels, though, oftentimes involved the moments when he wasn't on the go, but returning home to 
Tucson, Ariz., and his grandson, Bijan Robinson. 


F=: always kept Cleo Robinson on the go. As an on-field official for the Pac-10 and Big Sky conferences and lateralreplay 


‘young Bijan, no older than seven or eight years old, would run up to his grandfather with his arms outstretched when he returned from 
a work trip. Cleo, who Bijan actually called, "Dad," would reach into his bag and pull out a program from the game he'd just officiated. After 
handing the program to his grandson, Bijan would scurry away to Cleo’s home office, which acted as Bijan’s personal football sanctuary, 


twas there, in that room, where Bijan Robinson began dedicating his life to the game of football 


Once the program was in his possession, young Bijan would begin cutting out pictures of the players, He'd memorize their names and 
their positions. Once the players were all cut out, he meticulously began placing each player in their designated spot. He'd create the line 
of scrimmage on the table by putting offensive linemen against defensive lineman. Then, he'd add the running backs and linebackers 
the defensive backs and receivers. 


When every cutout was in the place he wanted them to be, Bijan began moving them, shifting them up, down and around the table. 
over and over again 


He would play these little games with them," Cleo said. 


Bijan did this so often and his intrigue in the game expanded so rapidly that Cleo and the rest of the Robinson family felt compelled 
tohelp him with his studies. They bought him little helmets to stand in for the players’ pictures he'd cut out of programs. They also gave 
hima little blue card table to work from, which that Bijan eventually put lines on to mimic the football fields he sawon TV. 


Then he would put those helmets out there. He would put the offensive line and defense line out there, here are the runners,” Cleo 
said, his hands moving side to side in front of him, "Then, snap! 


Blockers would move forward, defenders would adjust, receivers would release into 
their designated routes, all according to Bijan’s master plan. 


By the time Bijan really got into playing the game himself, he was always one step 
ahead af everyone else. it wasn't simply because he was the fastest on the field. It was 
because the football instincts, those learned and those already within him, were there 
‘ata young age. 


‘That's the interest he had in it’ Cleo said, "Because, when he actually started playing, 
his skill level was always a little bit higher than everybody else on the field. But I stayed 
inthe moment, | didn’t have any big dreams down the road, | just helped him at this 
level, but he would do some things that showed me that he knew a lot about the game.” 


Two decades later, Bijan Robinson's dreams were realized when he was taken as 
the No. 8 overall pick in the 2023 NFL Draft by the Atlanta Falcons. Though that dream 
may not have been on Cleo's radar as he watched his grandson cut out the pictures of 
the players in the programs he brought home for him, it's a dream that materialized 
along the way. 


Bijan’s life revolves around faith, family and football. Oftentimes these three words 
are reduced to a cliché. They're printed on the backs of t-shirts or hung on the wall, 
With Bijan, though, these three words are his purpose, one he has lived within since 
the moment he was born, 


FAITH TO BREATHE 

LaMore Sauls didn’t know she was pregnant. Doctors thought she was having issues 
with her thyroid gland but, to make a long story short, it wasn't a thyroid issue at al. 
She was in her third trimester no less. 


That baby was to be a boy, a boy she would name Bijan, 


The name Bijan in itself has its own story worthy of a small digression, LaMore and 
her mother, Geraldine, were working as fragrance models at a Dillard's in the months 
after LaMore - now Sauls, then Robinson — found out she was pregnant. 


The world around her was chaotic, as people were adjusting to the new reality of a 
post-9/11 world. LaMore was still young herself, adjusting not just to the chaos of the 
world around her but the life-changing love that grew within her. just a college student 
at the time, LaMore finished that fall semester before returning to her parents’ home 
0 they could help her raise her little boy, a boy who got his name fram a perfume 


‘As LaMore and her own mother worked the fragrance counter, one day a Bijan cologne 
sample was placed before her. 


“Bijan — | like that,’ she thought to herself. 


LaMore ruminated on the name before ultimately deciding that, yes, that would be 
her firstborn son’s name. Funny enough, it was actually after she decided on the name 
of her baby that she found out what Bijan meant. A colleague of hers was Persian and 
‘one day told her what Bijan stood for in her native language: “Hero.” 


Hf the name didn't fit before, LaMore said, it did now. And what's a hera without a 
miraculous origin story? 


A month and a half after LaMore moved back hame, Bijan was ready to make his 
{grand entrance into the world. The excitement within the Robinson family was palpable, 
Geraldine and Cleo were preparing the house for his arrival, LaMore's little sister Cleyrissa 
who was nine at the time, was over the moon to meet her nephew. She'd always wanted a 
little brother and this was the next best thing, And LaMore, though stil trying to actively 
wrap her head around the idea of being a mother, was just so ready to meet this baby 
who she knew, even then, would change her life. 


“Here's going to come my first true love, something that's going to lave me 
unconditionally," LaMore said, "It doesn't matter what | do, this baby loves me, and 
‘need to love it back.” 


LaMore labored with her bundle of love for 13 hours. At the end of those 13 hours, 
Bijan had arrived. Doctors and nurses laid Bijan on his mother's chest, but instead of 
relief quickly came anxiety. Bijan wasn't breathing, The nurses snatched Bijan away 
and began their work 


Time, LaMore said, slowed down, 


“I remember thinking, ‘Why is he not crying?"” she said, "I watched too many 
mommy movies within a three-month time period, so why is he not crying? | know he's 
supposed to cry.” 


Crying he wasn't. It was too quiet, even as doctor after doctor started rushing into 
the delivery room. LaMore remembers the last dactor who came in with the most clarity. 
She believes this doctor was the one who was designated to give her the news no mother 
ever wants to hear or could even fathom: You had a stillborn baby. 


"Instead of celebrating life, we're getting ready to celebrate a homegoing," LaMore 


“HeWas so physical...He wanted 
that physical contact. Even at home, 
he'd be like, ‘Come tacklemel’Y 


“It wasn’t so much what | saw him do 
on the football field, but it was his 
mentals. It was a dream,” Geraldine 

said of what made her grandson stand 
out. “It was his commitment to the 

dream and it was his determination.” 
— Geraldine Robinson, 
Bijan Robinson's grandmother 


said through misty eyes 
Then, she said, time stopped all together. 


“They say time doesn’t stop, but that's what it felt like,” LaMore said, “I remember 
the doctors just parting like the Red Sea, and | could see my mom walking over to Bijan, 
but not knowing why? 


To hear LaMore's side of it, Geraldine walked over to her grandson, who had yet to 
draw his first breath of life, and placed two fingers on his chest 


"could see him,” LaMore said, recalling her position on the delivery table, "and it 
was like God was breathing life into him. 


And then Bijan Robinson cried. 


“The doctors were like, ‘That's what we were looking for,” LaMore said." We were 
looking for a miracle” 


A breathing, crying, healthy Bijan was finally handed to his mother, The anxiety of 
the last few minutes gave way to profound relief: Like her little boy, LaMore cried, too. 


“When they finally handed him to me, that's when | really cried,” LaMore said. “It 
was like, ‘OK, Here heis: He's OK.” 


Her little Bijan, her little hero, experienced his first miracle. 
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ROBINSON 


1: 


“HE WAS AROUND, DEALING WITH FOOTBALL | WOULD SAY 75 PERCENT OF HIS LIFE... 
BUT THAT WAS ALL APART OF HIS DESIRE To 8&4 BETTER FOOTBALL PLAYER.” 


CLEO ROBINSON 
GRANDFATHER 


It should be noted that the Robinson family’s faith is integral to their story and to 
Bijan’s story 


‘God gave him breath to breathe," Geraldine said. “We're talking about a baby who 
was born not breathing, To look at him now, every touchdown he scores | am screaming, 
That's my grandson!” 


Once Bijan was here, his family says he never stopped moving. To make up for those 
moments of terrifying silence, Bijan came with extra energy, LaMore said through a smite. 


It was this energy, positive in nature and wrapped in faith, that has propelled Bijan 
through life 


FAMILY TO LOVE 

LaMore doesn't know where she and Bijan would be without their family. She doesn't 
know because she never had to wonder. For every step of Bijan's journey, his family has 
been walking beside them: 


Cleo fostered Bijan’s curiosity for the game, even when he didn't realize he was 
doing so: 


"(was an outlet for him to ask questions,” Cleo said, 


After Cleo worked a football game, he liked to go back and watch film, But he was 
never alone when he turned the tape on, 


"Bijan would watch it, also," Cleo recalled. "! was watching my part in it, but he's 
watching everything else, what's going on out there on the field and the plays’ 


LaMore said her father's relationship with her son is one of the most beautiful 
connections she’s ever witnessed, It was and still is beautiful, even as she laughs that the 
two of them together can be a lot to handle, like when they would insist upon throwing 
a football up and down the aisles of grocery stores and Walmart’s. As Bijan grew, the 
connection with Cleo meant more and more. 


“in the adolescent years; as Bijan {was} getting older, it was great to have my father 
there,” LaMore said. "There was never anything lacking for Bijan, You would have never 
known that there wasn't a biological father there because we were such a close family 
I think he thought this is all how it's supposed to go down. It was good times. It really 
was, andit still is, 


But itwasn't just Cleo. Oh, no. With Cleo came Geraldine, She fostered Bijan’s 
imagination to dream and his basis of faith, It was her pots and pans that Bijan would 
bring out to use as stand-in drums, his foundational learning before he became their 
church's drummer. Geraldine could also be considered the spiritual head of the family, 
having been Bijan’s Sunday school teacher growing up. 


Then there's Bijan's auntie, Cleyrissa Robinson, who has fostered Bijan’s 
off-field career, 


Cleyrissa is Bijan’s manager and certified best friend. They erew up together he'd 
steal her shoes; she now steals his t-shirts=with Cleyrissa less than a decade olderthan 
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Bijan. They go to concerts together and, with NIL deals and 
promotions knocking on Bijan’s door in college at Texas, 
it was Cleyrissa who helped market Bijan in the right way. 


If you want to get to Bijan, you must go through 
Cleyrissa, who has dedicated her life to hernephew and 
his goals, which have lined up with her own. 


''ve always known my purpose was attached to this 
in some way, with me wanting to'advorate for young, 
Black men, specifically,” Cleyrissa said. "| always knew 
my purpose was attached to that, Ijust didn't know how 
or where or when. (Bijan) opened the door to my purpose. 
That is something that I don't take lightly.” 


Beside Bijan stands his family, a family that is even 
bigger than the four mentioned in this story. Through 
every corner of who Bijan is you see their impact on him. 
You see their fingerprints. You see his mother's love, his 
grandmother's encouragement, his aunt's savvy and his 
grandfather's influence. 


You see that his purpose is theirs, in love, in passion 
and in life's biggest moments. 


“His dreams coming true is my favorite part of all of 
this Cleyrissa said after Bijan was drafted. “The minutes 
see him so excited about something he’s accomplished, or 
the minute tread an article that really, truly depicts him in 
the truest, most genuine way of who heis, that is what | 
want. | want the world to experience the Bijan that we — his 
family — know heis. That's where he has the truest impact.” 


FOOTBALL TO DREAM 


Most kids have a security blanket when they're younger, perhaps a stuffed animal 
or an imaginary friend to keep them company. 


Not Bijan Robinson. He had a football 


And he carried it around everywhere, When his mother took him to get his first 
haircut, he had it. Whenever they saw him walking around the house, he had it. When 
the family went to church every Sunday morning, you guessed it, a football was right 
there in his hands when he loaded up into the car. 


It got to the point where rules were made for said football. Bijan could bring it with 
him to church, but it had to stay in the car during the service. So, when the congregation 
was dismissed, Bijan would run up to his grandfather or his mother asking them for the 
keys to the car so he could go get the ball 


Sometimes he'd play with some of the other kids in the church parking lot, but 
there were a number of times when Bijan couldn't find kids to play with, Kids were 
around but, according to Cleo, the kids didn't really want to play with Bijan for fear of 
the consequences. 


“He was so physical with them,” Cleo said between laughs. “They used to have those 
jumping castles, too, and the other kids would not go in that castle with Bijan. When. 
he jumps, he's bouncing not just on his own, he's bouncing into somebody. He wanted 
that physical contact. Even at home, he'd be like, ‘Come tackle me!” 


One day, though, the football ended up making its way into the church, which probably 
would have been fine if it was never seen. Itwas seen, though, by the entire congregation. 


Midway through the pastor's sermon, the football ~ Bijan’s football ~ began rolling 
down the aisle. The preacher was preaching, LaMore said, and that ball was just 
rolling along 


“My mom, if you could have seen her face,” LaMore said with a laugh. “Like, boy! He 
knew he was in trouble." 


After the service, Bijan was getting a stern talking to when the pastor walked up to 
the Robinson family 


“Leave that boy alone,” LaMore recalls the pastor saying behind a smile. “It's 
‘embedded in him.” 


The “it” the pastor was referring to was obvious: the game of football 


"Football, it was in him" LaMare said, looking batk at the memory. "| thinkit goes 
beyond what he saw my dad do (as an official). It was in him, All we did was we helped 
[cultivate] the gift” 


‘The Robinsons put Bijan in a flag football league. The story Boes that he scored his 
first touchdown... and perhaps even his second touchdown... for the wrong team, He Was, 
fhanded the ball and ran in the opposite direction. He confused the screams forcheers 
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His dreams coming true is my favorite part of all of this — the minutes | see him 
so excited about something he’s accomplished, or the minute | read an article that 
really, truly depicts him in the truest, most genuine way of who he is, that is what 
| want. | want the world to experience the Bijan that we — his family — know he is. 

That’s where he has the truest impact.” — Cleyrissa Robinson, 
Bijan Robinson's aunt 


of greatness instead of what they truly were, which was a sideline of people telling him 
he was running the wrong way. 


“The good news is he Finally figured it out,” Cleo said, “and he's done a good job 
running the right way and scoring the right way ever since 


Bijan’s game evolved as he did, and it didn’t take long for those beyond the confines 
of his family to take notice. When Cleo finally allowed Bijan to play tackle football, the 
joke around town was that Bijan was the only kid in Tucson who played for five Pop 
Warner teams (one of which just so happened to be the Tucson Falcans). Always a 
stickler for wanting to know why he was doing something, Bijan's vision was what set 
him apart well before football became a reality as a means to a free college education, 


He told his mother, and me, too, that, ‘Sometimes | know where I'm going before | 
even get there,” Cleo said. “And this is well before he’s even in high school. Bijan always 
knows why he's doing something: 


By high school, Bijan’s reputation preceded him. just like in the church parking lot 
and inside the bounce houses of his childhood, no one wanted to face off against Bijan 
when he suited up for Salpointe Catholic High School. 


"On defense, he would knock the crap out of somebody,” Cleo said 
practice, he'd knock the crap out of those euys, too 


‘remember, in 


It gotta the point where Cleo felt compelled to bring it to the coach's attention 
“Coach” Cleo remembers saying, “why don't you settle him down some? 
Without hesitation, the coach responded that he wasn’t going to do that 


"He plays at that speed and I'm not going to change that,” Cleo recalls him saying, 
before Cleo himself added: “I think it was a good philosophy, but it probably wasn’t too 
good for the other kids 

Bijan has never been a player a coach has had to push to go forward. It’s probably 
one of the reasons the Falcons liked the Texas funning back so much, Sure, there was 
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the fact that Bijan was the first player in Longhorn history to surpass 1,500 rushing 
yards and the 300 receiving yards in a single season, but it was his motor that caught 
the Falcons eye. It's a motor they like to work with 


Falcons head coach Arthur Smith says frequently he'd rather have to pull someone 
back than push someone forward. Kyle Smith, the Falcons vice president of player 
personnel, has said on a few occasions the Falcons are looking for self-starters. Bijan 
has fallen into both of these buckets for much of his life, a life that has now brought 
him to Atlanta 


‘it wasn't so much what | saw him do on the football field, but it was his mentals, 
Itwas a dream,” Geraldine said of what made her grandson stand out. “It was his 
commitment to the dream and it was his determination 


Geraldine loves stockings at Christmas, One year she stuffed the stockings with these 
big Post-it notes. Bijan loved the little gift and wrote down notes that cavered his walls 
and the outside of his room. At about nine or 10 years old, Geraldine recalls that he used 
the Post-it notes to highlight what was important to him: Family, God and scripture, 
school and - of course — football 


More than a decade ago, Bijan wrote on a Post-it note: “God, take me to the NFL.” 
First round,” he added, too. 
On another, he wrote: "At the end of the day, make me special. 


Already living within his purpose of faith, family and football, Geraldine Said she knew 
right then that, special? Yeah, “he’s going to be just that,” she said. 


But how did she know? How did the other characters in this story know? Well, it’s 
because they know Bijan, and that's enough to believe in him and his purpose, 


| knew if Bijan set his mind to do something," Geraldine said, “he was going to do 
whatever it took to make it happen. 
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I’m just a kid* 
illon. 


BY: TORI MCELHANEY 


THE STORIES THAT SHAPED TROY ANDERSEN 


Picturesque mountains, snow covered ground, miles of open fields; this is where 
Troy Andersen grew up. To know Dillon, Montana, is to know Troy Andersen. 


around her, With a jersey branded with her maiden name and the No. 44 on her back, she was there to watch her little 


nes olly Finch walked into Mercedes-Benz Stadium on New Year's Day, the lights and sounds only enhancing the energy 
brother play the game he loves. 


The Falcons were facing the Cardinals, and Troy Andersen was set to make the third start of his rookie year in front of a large contingent 
of family and friends from his home state of Montana, 


AAs the energy inside the stadium built, and as Andersen ran out from the tunnel onto the field, smoke clouding the stepsin front of 
him, Holly looked on. 


Inher mind, memories flashed before her eyes 


Troy at six years old, outpacing every little kid on the flag football field in Dillon, Mont. Troy at 16 and 17 years old, winning a state 
championship with Beaverhead County High School, rain pouring and mud sloshing as he held up the trophy that branded the Beavers 


the best of the best. Troy going to college at Montana State University, where his sister was already in school. Troy playing running back, 
quarterback, outside linebacker, inside linebacker, growing, shaping, evolving, thriving while playing for the Bobcats. Troy at 23 years old, 
on his way to Atlanta after being drafted by the Falcons with the No. 58 overall pick in the 2022 NFL Draft, 
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Holly had seen it all, and as she watched Troy take the field in the second-to-last 
game of his rookie season, thase are the moments that she held dear. 


talk about his trajectory,” she said, “and | see it all unfold. It's like, ‘Wow, I'm so 
proud of you, and excited that this is your journey: He's living out his purpose - | think 
tohis fullest 


Those weren't the only memories that came to mind, though. She also remembers 
all the moments shared with her brother while not on the football field. Those mean 
just as much, if not more. 


Brother and sister looking out over miles and miles of open terrain of their home, 
the Andersen family's cattle ranch in Dillon, Mont. Living in a rural area, Holly and Troy 
were each other's built-in best friends. 


'We rode bikes down the dirt road, We played with the animals. We rode horses. We 
played games with each other” Holly said, “Really, it was an amazing upbringing. | think, 
looking back and hearing different perspectives from people who have never been around 
‘our kind of lifestyle, it's like, ‘Wow, this was amazing’ but to us, it was just normal. 


Inthe summer, the large equipment needed to keep the ranch in working order was 
moved out of the shed on the family’s land. It was a large, empty expanse that young 
Holly and Troy used to the fullest, according to their mom, Nicole. Bike rodeos were the 
pastime of choice. 


“Whatever he was doing that day, 
it was his favorite thing in the 


world.” - Nicole A 


They would set up an oil can or something and they would be riding their bikes 
around it," Nicole said. 


Time us!" the duo would say to their parents, 


When the kids were younger, the family lived in a turn-of-the-century farmhouse. 
twas drafty and little mice infested until they got a hoard of cats to take care of the 
mice. Holly and Troy adored those cats, their parents said. 


Days -those cold and mild - were spent together as a family, There were cherry-spitting 
contests to be had. Holly and Troy would pretend to be horses, frolicking across a field 
They'd play in the creek when it was warm enough. 


Just doing the things that kids do, but it’s justin this beautiful Montana setting that, 
really, we took for granted,” Holly sald. “.. Just having him be my buddy, my adventure 
partner, my best friend all of those years, that shared experience was just incredible. 


Itwasn’tall fun and games, though, because on a ranch there's work to be done, And 
from an early age, the family of four worked together. 


During haying season, everyone had a different role in getting the work done. Typically, 
Troy would cut the hay. He spent a lot of time in the swather. Nicole would rake the hay, 
Holly would bail it and Scott would stack it. 


When the growing herd of cows needed to be moved from one field to another, here 
the family of four went. These days, the family uses four wheelers to move the herd, but 
back then they were on horseback, Together, they always got the work done, 


“They helped, and they were good help,” Nicole said, “But it was just all about 
being together: 


As thelr kids began to grow, so did their love of sports. In the Andersen family, work 
never came first for the kids; school and sports did. It's something Holly said she really 
admired about her parents and their choices for their children. 


‘They always encouraged us to do our own things and to go to our practices, kind 
of follow our dreams,” Holly said, “It was never work over our hobbies and our sports.’ 


Sports played a big role in Troy's life from the beginning. He wanted to try everything, 
play everything, be everything. And the entire time his family watched, they were in awe 
of his spirit. He never ceased to amaze them with his abilities, Nicole and Scott agreed. 
He just kept exceeding their expectations 


‘Whatever he was doing that day, it was his favorite thing in the world,” Nicole sald. 
Everything that kid did it was with such gusto. He was so excited, and it was the best 
thing he ever did. It was the best day ever” 


Montana days turned into seasons, and the work continued, but so did Troy's growth 
asa player. Soon, he was quarterbacking his high school team ta state championships, 
winning others in basketball and track, too, along with fellow classmates who were 
equally driven, 


They all were unselfish kids, and they all wanted to win, and they did," Scott said. 
“There are a lot of banners in the high school because of thase guys, It was a really fun 
time for us. 


Troy's competitive spirit was evident from a young age, The family jokes that, for 
a time, the Andersen household had to take a break fram playing board games or 
card games 


Holly loved to rile Troy up, Scott said, Perhaps she'd cheat a litte bit, just enough 
to get her brother worked up. He was a perfectionist, and being so meant he followed 
the rules, Always 


He would blow up and say, ‘Well, 'm not going to play with you if you're not going 
to play right." Scott recalls Troy saying to his sister. 


Troy - now a man and living on his own in Atlanta - still has a love for games of any 
kind. He's a particular fan of Catan. So much so that for Christmas Troy bought Holly and 
her husband a few games (Catan included) to keep at their house because they “didn't 
have enough board games at their house while he was staying there 


Speaking of which, when Troy does go home to Montana, he splits time between his 
family ranch in Dillon and his sister and brother-in-law's house in Bozeman 


Ifyou've ever played a board game with Troy, you'll understand his competitiveness, 
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Holly said with a laugh; "! would say this stands true to this day.” 


Troy has always had impeccable recall and memory, too, which played into his 
perfectionist tendencies 


When he was younger, he loved NASCAR. Scott remembers Troy, no more than 10 
years old, could name every single driver when the two were watching a Sunday afternoon 
race together, along with the full description of their cars. 


By his high school days, Tray was holding one-on-one meetings over lunch with Zach 
McRae, the current Beaverhead County High School head football coach, At the time, 
McRae was trying to get his foot in the door with the football program and Troy was 
trying to get his feet wet at the quarterback position. 
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His mom would make him lunch every day and we would just sit down, talk life, talk 
football, some days more than others,” McRae recalled. "| would say it was a mutual 
interest in getting better because | think with Troy the one thing he has is a thirst for 
getting better.” 


Scott agreed with this assessment. 


"He just wanted to be the best.” Scott said. "He had a quiet confidence about him, 
He didn’t let you know, but when he came down the field, he was good, and he wanted 
to be good.” 


His recall and intelligence helped enhance his athletic gifts. 


“You never had to tell him anything twice,” McRae said. “Everything that you had 
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“I would say it was a mutual interest 
getting better because I think with 


Troy the one thing he has is a thirst for 


getting better.” 


“ry TT 


started, you could pickup right where the last meeting left off. That really let him explode 
In terms of knowledge of what he was seeing 


Fast forward a few years and Troy exhibited the same recall at Montana State. 


“He's not a - what we call in the business - high-rep guy,” Bobby Daly, Troy's linebackers 
coach at Montana State, said, “He's a guy who can take a rep, learn from a mistake and 
Not repeat the same mistake, which is something to really hang your hat on. 


It’s something he brought with him to the NFL, too. Frank Bush, Troy's position 
coach now in Atlanta, has said the exact same thing on a few occasions since he began, 
his work with Troy. 


He's still the same guy in other areas) too. That quiet confidence of which his dad 
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spoke of? The humility everyone you talk to about Troy brings up? It's 
all still there 


Troy would rather talk about anyone or anything else but himself. He 
doesn't like interviews. He's not particularly fond of a camera in his face. 
When the draft came in 2022, he didn’t rent out the community center in 
downtown Dillon even though some would have liked him to do so. Oh, 
Nicole said, he would have hated that. Instead, he had a couple friends 
over to the ranch to watch the draft on the family's television. When 
his name was called, it was all quiet smiles and bewildered looks. The 
family, and Troy, called the moment surreal 


When Troy ran out of the smoke-filled tunnel for the first time 
months later, now an NFL linebacker, his parents were in the audience 
at Mercedes-Benz Stadium. That moment, it was surreal, too. 


“I think that’s when it kind of hit us," Nicole said. 


Itwas just beyond awesome, right?” Scott added, “Whether you're a 
parent or anything it's cool for anybody... but this is our kid, you know? 


Their kid. Their quiet, humble, competitive kid who they say is the 
same guy he's always been despite his successes at every stop he's 
made over the course of his career. That includes being a valedictorian, 
a multi-sport state champion, an All-American, an MVP, a defensive 
player of the year, a second-round draft pick, amongst so much more 


in 


He hasn't forgotten where he came from,” Scott said: "He's very, 
very humble, He's made some money and it hasn’tchanged him. Idon’t 
think he's bought a fishing pole: 


“For me, it's watching your kids grow up, and Troy has just blossomed, 
Nicole added, fighting back tears. “I'm just really proud of the man 
he's become.” 


And as that man took the field on the first day of 2023 with almost 
a full NFL season under his belt, his sister couldn't help but feel the 
same way. 


It's funny because he's my little brother and he'll always be that,’ Holly said witha 
fond smile only reserved for older sisters talking about their little brothers. “| still think 
he's a perfect person to be, and such a leader and role model for so many people, but 
it still blows my mind. 

'He hasn't changed a bit.., He's truly just a kid atheart” 
Just a kid, he says, from a small town In Montana 


‘Whether you're driving into Dillon, Bozeman, Bilings or anything, you're going to find 
people that are rooting for me," Troy said with a bewildered look and a perplexed shrug 
of hisshoulders, “which is kind of crazy because I'm just a kid from Dillon” 
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A DAVID OUNYEMATA STORY 


BY: TORI MCELHANEY 


‘Hard work works’: How a partnership with Ryan Nielsen 
helped shape David Onyemata in early career years 


yan Nielsen was in the early days of a new job, It was 2017, and he had 
just been hired as the New Orleans Saints defensive line coach. Terry 
‘ontenot can fondly recall those days, At the time, the Falcons general 


manager was the Saints director of pro scouting, and soon-to-be promoted assis- 
tant general manager. 


As Fontenot sat in his own office at the Saints facility, Nielsen popped his head 
in. Without much preamble, Nielsen announced that David Onyemata, a second- 
year defensive lineman who the Saints drafted with the No. 120 overall pick in the 
2016 NFL Draft, was going to be something special. 


“| remember Ryan coming down to my office when he was going through the 
film and as raw as David was he said, ‘This uy is going to be a really good football 
player,” Fontenot said 


And so began a partnership between a player and coach that has established a 
base line for who these two individuals are, even years later as Nielsen enters into 
his first year as the Atlanta Falcons defensive coordinator and Onyemata anchors 
the Atlanta defensive line alongside Grady Jarrett. 

However, before they reunited in Atlanta in the offseason of 2023, they were 


a young player and coach in New Orleans in 2017, trying to morph a diamond in 
the rough. 


Raw, 


That's the word that kept coming up whenever anyone talked about David 
Onyemata in 2016. 


When the Saints drafted Onyemata in the fourth round of the 2016 NFL Draft, 
he was unknown, and a head-scratcher of a pick for those analyzing the Saints 
draft moves at the time, Here was a kid from Nigeria, who had only been playing 
football for four years. He was a giant question mark, not just because of his size 
at 304 pounds, but because not much was known of his pedigree. Bleacher Report 
called Onyemata a “true project.” 


Sure, he was one of the best talents to come out of Canada that year, as he grew 
into the defensive line position at the University of Manitoba. But he was so raw. 


So much so that Fontenot remembers that rawness throughout the pre-draft 
evaluation process nearly eight years ago. 


“It’s a projection business when we're talking about college players, so David 
wasn't a finished product, but he had a really good skill set,” Fontenot said. “We 
had a lot of scouts and coaches that got really excited about his skill set, but then 
there's the development part, He still has to leam to play on a pro level and a big part 
of that was when Ryan Nielsen came as the d-line coach in the following season.” 


9, 


“| 


When Nielsen first cut on the film of Onyemata in 2017, can you guess which ‘Nielsen said, "It was just the little things you weren't seeing like you liked 
word jumped into his head? to see: The pressure, reacting to blacks quicker, and he'd get behind on certain 


Yep: Raw. things, but he had all the tools. 


: It was mundane work at first. Nothing flashy. Nothing pristine or eye-catching. 

ellen Be TERE NEE peerings da Free aff was long days in the film room watching the techniques that separated the best 
om the rest. It was hot days on the practice field, working on the same fundamental 

“We said, ‘This guy is everything that we're looking for, but we have to imoverent of a very specific hand placement on a blocker. It was picking Cam Jordan's 
with the fundamentals and technique and start that process of learning ever brain, someone who's longevity in the league mimics the success he's seen in it. 


Nielsen remembers thinking of those early days in 2017, .. That was the beginilig 


twas - for lack of a better word - boring. But it was work Onyemata never took 
The jumping off point in Onyemata’s development had todo with what healready for granted. 

did well. His contact balance was an obvious strength, because it was something 

that didn’t necessarily need changing. Onyemata played so square, Nielsen said, 

when he would get hit, there was no movement, 


Onyemata took every note, every correction, every moment of teaching that 
Nielsen was able to give him in those early days. 


hen Nielsen became his position coach, Onyemata said it was a clean slate 
‘opportunity to build himself from the ground up, a process that 
jeen player and coach. 


His suddenness and quickness? For a player 
excited, too," according to his long-time coach. 


What Onyemata needed was a mechanic 


already jctestsed, Enter NiclsenteeRtineeh n to the words, down to the sayings, I took everything down; 


“That was a big thing because Nielsen is such a great coach and 
“He played so hard and he played so t is just beyond anything I've seen.” 


_ 


4 4b. 
When it started, he had all those tools. 
He just had to learn how to use those 
tools to have success, 

AN NIELSEN 


Down to the words, down to the sayings, | took 

everything down. That was a big thing, because 

Nielsen is such a great coach and his 1Q for the 
game is just beyond anything I've seen. 


-DAVID ONYEMATA 


‘said, 'Hey, we're gol 
guy how to play’ 


Onyemata said he owes a lot of his overall success as a defensive lineman in 
this league to the growth he’s seen under Nielsen's tutelage. Fontenot - who saw 
that development happening live from the sidelines in New Orleans - agreed. 


“I think if you talk to David he would attribute a lot of his development to Ryan 
Nielsen,” Fontenot said, “someone who looked at him, looked at a skill set and said 
"Hey, we're going to be able to teach this guy how to play football at a pro level.” 


Ask Nielsen about this and he'll correct you very quickly. It was never about 
him. It was always about Onyemata 


“He's done all the work, and all the credit goes to David," Nielsen said, “He's 
put the time in.” 


After two years together, Onyemata began to emerge in the NFC South as 
one of the most reliable defensive linemen in the division (and yes, it’s a division 
that included the likes of Jordan - his former teammate - and Jarrett - his 
current teammate). 


The 2019 and 2020 seasons were the “aha” moments for Onyemata, who seemed 
to turn a corner in his development at this time. In nearly every notable metric, 
his combined production grew twofold from what it was in the three years prior. 
In the two years that followed, Onyemata made 30 starts, increased his sack total 
to 9.5, his tackles for a loss to 13 and his quarterback hits to 27. 


Asked what changed for Onyematain those years, Nielsen chuckled, saying it's 
not like he took a’magic pill and suddenly became a tone-setter on that Saints 
defensivetine. That wouldn't be a fair assumption considering the work he'd seen 
Onyemata putin throughout the prior two years of the two working together. 


“It was the consistency of getting the details right every single day. He just kept 
doing it, and he just kept getting better at it. His actions led to those numbers (in 
2019-20). His actions led to that production. And those are his actions in practice 
and what he did in the offseason. All of that stuff? He just stayed in the process, 
Nielsen said. *...Hard work works.” 


That, and success sells. 


Nielsen said he remembers there being a very specific block he and Onyemata 
had been drilling for a long time. Come one of the early games of his fourth season, 
Onyemata played the block correctly, Onyemata loved that feeling, and wanted 
more of it 
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“He was hungry, and he saw the hard work was paying off” Nielsen said. “That's 
the most important thing. 


Itwas work - the boring, tedious work - that Nielsen said not everyones willing 
to take the time to perfect. 


‘Some guys will start, but then they'll stop because they re not seeing a pay off, 
That was never David,” Nielsen said. “David trusted the process. He trusted that 
by doing those little things he knew there was going to be a favorable outcome 
for him at the end of the road.” 


Onyemata isn’t close to that “end of the road,’ though. Nielsen said there's 
another jump Onyemata can make in Year 8 of his career. It's why the defensive 
coordinator is so pleased to still be with him, even in a new city and in a new 
organization, Together again in Atlanta 


Let's be clear, though: The Falcons didn’t go after Onyemata for Nielsen's sake 
this offseason. Though Nielsen was hired as the Falcons next defensive coordinator 
prior to the Falcons signing Onyemata in the early days of the new league year 
in March, Onyemata was already high on the Falcons’ list of free agency targets. 


They knew they needed a game-changer beside Jarrett on the defensive front, 
and in 2023 they also knew they had the money to acquire someone who had proven 
he could be that. They wanted Onyemata, having Nielsen only played in their favor. 


Together, Nielsen and Onyemata are ready to embark on another leg of their 
journey through the league. 


It's a journey that began in 2017, when Nielsen briskly walked into Fontenot's 
office to proclaim he liked what he saw in Onyemata. It’s one that continued in 
2019 and 2020 when Onyemata saw mundane work of the previous years pay off. 
And it’s one that's potential still lies in reach for the player/coach duo in Atlanta. 


According to Nielsen, he's never heard the phrase, "Hey, Coach, I'mgood enough,” 
come out of Onyemata’s mouth. He doesn't believe he ever will, That's why Nielsen 
wasn't at all surprised when Onyemata walked into his office after signing with 
the Falcons in March 2023 - now an office in Atlanta - and said simply: "Hey, 
Coach, let's keep pushing” 


Nielsen wasn't surprised because, “that's just who David is. 
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ATLANTA, GEORGIA 


SELECTED S.A HOST CITY 


ugust 26, 2022 marked the fifth anniversary of Mercedes-Benz Stadium 
(MBS) opening its doors. In that time, MBS and its leadership have 
proven to be gamechangers in the sports and entertainment industry. 


When Arthur M. Blank set out to build MBS, his vision was to create a world-class 
venue that would ensure the city remained a permanent contender in attracting 
the world’s largest sports and entertainment events, as well as catalyze positive 
transformation in and around downtown Atlanta. Over five years later, that vision 
has become a reality. 


Named the 2019 Sports Business Journal Sports Facility of the Vear, MBS has 
achieved many industry firsts over its five years: 


+ First professional sports stadium in North America to achieve LEED Platinum 
certification 


+ First professional sports stadium to offer fan-friendly pricing 

+ First professional sports stadium to implement a cashless model 

+ First and only roof of its kind in the world 

+ First professional sports stadium to leverage a 360-degree digital halo board 


+ First professional sports stadium to achieve TRUE pre-certification for zero waste 
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“We continue to push boundaries and strive to be leaders in innovation and fan 
experience,” said AMB Sports and Entertainment CEO Steve Cannon. “Over the 
last five years, our stadium and its leadership have been honored to host some of 
the country’s largest events such as Super Bowl ll, the College Football Playoff 
National Championship and an MLS Cup with our first five years bringing millions 
of fans and communities together. 


“As we look towards the future, now hosting the 2025 College Football Playoff 
National Championship and the 2026 FIFA World Cup, we continue to work hard in 
uniting our communities, welcoming people from around the world and providing 
a world-class experience to all guests of Mercedes-Benz Stadium,” 


EVENTS: 

MBS has become one of the busiest stadiums in North America hosting nearly 
250 events and over 11 million guests. Since 2017, the venue has hosted the 2018 
College Football Playoff National Championship, the 2018 MLS All-Star Game and 
2018 MLS Cup, Super Bowl Lill in 2019, in addition to numerous Atlanta Falcons 
games, Atlanta United matches and concerts from A-list artists such as The Rolling 
Stones, Beyoncé, Luke Combs, Taylor Swift, George Strait, Coldplay and more. In 
2022, MBS also achieved a very competitive bid for the 2026 FIFA World Cup and 
will be the first stadium to repeat as host of the College Football Playoff National 
Championship in 2025, 


INNOVATION: 

MBS has become a leader in the sports and entertainment industry in innovation. 
The stadium was the first professional sports stadium to introduce fan-friendly 
pricing and to go completely cashless, prompting hundreds of teams and venues 
to follow. Continuing to be an industry leader, the stadium also implemented a 
revolutionary entry system with Evolv speeding up entry into the stadium in 2020. 
Additionally, this summer, the stadium introduced an apt-in biometric entry pilot 
program to ease the entry experience for fans 


SUSTAINABILITY: 

Since construction, MBS has been committed to sustainability and curbing its 
environmental footprint. Upon completion, the two-milllon-square-foot building 
set a new standard, becoming the first professional sports venue in North America 
to achieve the United States Green Building Council's LEED Platinum certification. 
In june of this year, MBS also became the first professional sports stadium globally 
to achieve TRUE pre-certification for its zero waste efforts. Over its five years, the 
stadium has diverted nearly 6 million pounds of waste. MBS continues to look for 
innovative solutions to enhance its zero waste programs and further its journey 
towards becoming a carbon-neutral facility 


COMMUNITY: 

Per Mr, Blank’s vision, the Stadium has been used to give back to our surrounding 
communities. During the height of the COVID-19 pandemic, MBS served as the 
largest mass vaccination site in the southeast to the greater Atlanta community, 
delivering over 300,000 vaccinations, and was leveraged as an early-voting location 
in the 2022 election hosting more than 10,000 voters. Additionally, MBS has 
provided more than 230,000 pounds of food via Second Helpings to those who 
are food insecure 


Through the Arthur M, Blank Family Foundation, more than $55 million has 
been committed over the past decade to help transform the historic Westside 
communities that surround the stadium. As part of the Stadium’s philosophy, a 
concerted effort has been made to hire from the Westside community through the 
Westside Warks program as well as offer Westside youth an opportunity to lean 
from our businesses through the Westside Ambassadors program. 


Mercedes-Benz Stadium’s naming rights partner is Mercedes-Benz and has 
thirteen founding partners, including Coca-Cola, Equifax, The Home Depot, Novels, 
SCANA Energy, Truist, IBM, Georgia Power, American Family Insurance, Global 
Payments, ATST, and Ticketmaster, 


More information about the Mercedes-Benz Stadium aver the past five years, 
is available at mercedesbenzstadium.com/fifth-anniversary. 
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OMMUNITY BY: TORI MCELHANEY 


WHAT THE ATLANTA FALCONS ARE DOING FOR 
GIRLS FOOTBALL I5 VITAL FOR THE FUTURE OF 


WOMEN IN SPORTS 


LETTING GIRLS LOVE THE GAME OF FOOTBALL WILL NEVER BE WRONG. THE GIRLS 
FLAG FOOTBALL MOVEMENT IN GEORGIA PROVES THAT. 


play football for him when | was older. He was my high school’s head football 

coach at the time, and our lives ebbed and flowed as the footballl season did 
Iwent to practice every day after school, watching from the sidelines or out the 
window of my dad’s office if the weather was poor. 


1 fam remembering correctly, | was 11 years old when | told my dad | wanted to 


{told my dad I preferred to play linebacker or tight end for him. was very specific 
liked those positions best, and thought | could play them well. Even at 11 years old, 
what | had was a desire to be around the game. What | didn't have at 11 years old 
was the size, speed, strength ar Y chromosome you apparently needed to play the 
game, It's something | still don’t have at 26 years old, By high school | was winning 
state championships in softball and thinking about attending the University of 
Georgia. | still loved football, and that desire to be around the game was still very 
much there, The reality was that | had to change course, though, if | wanted to 
continue being around it, 


had long since decided that as a young git! my role in football could never be 
actually playing the game. | could watch film and break it down with my dad, | 
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COMMUNITY 


could go to every single practice and every single game. | could even pursue a job that let me be around football every single day. | could love the game. | could not 
however - play the game. Not the way | wanted to anyways. 


The one time | did get to play was my eighth grade year in the annual powderpuff flag football game. | loved it. But it didn’t love me. In the fourth quarter | was 
chop blocked (illegally | would like to point out) and broke my middle finger. One surgery, two screws and eight weeks of a basketball season missed later and knew 
my football playing days were unfortunately behind me. (And in case you're wondering, yes, my middle finger is still crooked). 


| write all of this to ultimately say this: | was never given a real opportunity to love the game in the way the boys did. | had to love it differently. it’s why even in 
2022 and with years of experience | have men say to me that there's no way | could understand the complexities of the game because | never played It. How could | - a 
woman - love this game and possibly know anything about it? | didn't play. 


Thanks in part to what the Atlanta Falcons are doing, there's about to be an entire generation of girls in the state of Georgia who won't have to hear that derogatory 
putdown any longer, 


Over the tast six years, the Falcons and owner Arthur Blank's foundation have worked to elevate girs flag football in the state of Georgia. What started as a grassroots 
movements then turned into a full blown sanctioned sport in the state in 2020, with Georgia becoming the fourth of six states to recognize girls flag football in this way. 


And girls flag football isn't just surviving in Georgia, it’s thriving, with 230 high schools and more than 4,600 players expected to participate throughout the state 
this fall. More so;now that girls: flag football is secure in Georgia, the Falcons organization is financially supporting Alabama and Montana to get the sport sanctioned 
in those states as well 


This is important for the next generation of women working in sports. I'm not saying every single girl participating in flag football this fall will grow up to be a 
football analyst, or coach, or salary cap cruncher, or even the first female general manager. What | am saying is that by presenting these girls with the opportunity to 
love the game in this way - by actively participating in it - you include them. By including them, you open doors far them to show you why they can love the game, too, 


Every so often | get the chance to speak to young women in high school and college. Almost every single time | am asked about having a seat at the table asa 
woman covering a man's sport, and almost every time | have the same answer: Don't let anyone tell you that you don't deserve the seat you're in. You do, And you do 
simply because you love the game. That's enough. Many will try to tell you it’s not enough, butitis. 


You know what helps young girls know they're enough? When you actually give them the opportunity to play the game they love. You let them love it the wayit is 
supposed to be loved, actively and passionately. 
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The Ring of Honor is reserved for the greats. These are the players that first come to mind when 
one sees the Falcon logo. Induction is earned, never given. The members of this hallowed club span 
decades of team history. They have written and re-written the record books. They have taken this 
team to its highest of highs all while doing it with a style that is uniquely Atlanta. From Mr. Falcon 
to the Grits Blitz, Prime Time, the Hammer, and the Dirty Birds the Ring of Honor is the permanent 


home for the club’s greatest players. 


2004 INAUGURAL INDUCTEES 
WILLIAM ANDREWS 


7 A third-round pick, 
Andrews was among the 
NFL's elite runners when 
a shocking knee injury 
prematurely ended his 
career. He became just 
the 318 second running 
back in NFL history to 
have two 2,000-yard 
(combined yards) seasons 
(the only other player 
prior to Williams was 0.) 
Simpson). When he had 
his first 2,000-yard year, 
he joined just four other 
backs who had done so 
(Jim Brown, Walter Payton, 
a Wilbert Montgomery and 

Simpson). In his first five 

seasons in the NFL (1979-83), Andrews outgained every other back in the entire 
NFL, The bullish Andrews had 8,382 total yards in those five years (an average of 
1,677 per year) to lead all NFL runners. Andrews set 19 Falcons club records that 
began in his very first NFL game in 1979 when he ran for 167 yards in a game at 
New Orleans where he totaled 189 yards. He was selected to the Pro Bowl in 1980, 
1981, 1982 and 1983 and made the NFL All-Rookie team in 1979. He retired in 1987. 


STEVE BARTKOWSKI 


WILLIAMANDREWS 


The No. 1 overall 
draft pick in 1975, he 
was named the NFL's 
Rookie of the Vear after 
throwing for 1,662 yards 
and 15 touchdowns. He 
set every team record in 
passing, which included 
23,468 career yards and 
154 touchdawn passes in 
123 games. He produced 
three seasons of 3,000 
yards or more passing, 
12 games of more than 
300 yards passing and 
two seasons of 30 or 
more touchdown passes. 
Bartkowski collected over 
50 victories as a starting 
quarterback for the Falcons and guided the team to their first playoff victory in 
franchise history over the Philadelphia Eagles in 1978. 


STEVE BARTKQWSK/ 
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TOMMY NOBIS 


The first-ever player 
drafted by the Atlanta 
Falcons for the inaugural 
1966 season, Nobis 
quickly became the first- 
ever Falcons player to 
be voted to the Pro Bowl 
after being selected as a 
rookie. The stellar middle 
linebacker was named the 
NFL Rookie of the Year for 
his efforts. “Mr. Falcon” 
led the team in tackles 
in nine of his 11 seasons, 
while earning five trips 
to the Pro Bowl. Ina poll 
conducted in 1970 by ABC 
to pick the best athlete of 
the decade of the 1960s, 
running back 0.), Simpson was number one and Tommy Nobis was number two in 
the entire country. He had an astronomical 294 total combined tackles as a rookie, 
still the team's club record. Nobis also intercepted 11 passes during his pro career, 
returning two for touchdowns. His uniform, No, 60, has been worn by only him 
during the team’s existence, He retired in 1976. 


{ 


TOMMY NOBIS 


JESSIE TUGGLE 


Jessie came to the 
Falcons as an undrafted 
free agent in 1987 and 
retired in August of 
2001 as one of the 
all-time greatest players 
in franchise history. 
Nicknamed, "The 
Hammer’, for his bone- 
jarring tackles, Tuggle is 
the club's all-time leader 
in total tackles with 2,065 
and enjoyed 12 straight 
100-tackle seasons. He 
led the team in tackles 
in a season 10 times and 
amassed 20 or more 
tackles in a single-game 
on four occasions with 
a personal- best of 24 stops. His 14 seasons played, 189 career starts and 209 
total games played are third-most ever in Falcons history, Tuggle's five Pro Bow! 
appearances (1992, 1995, 1995, 1997, 1998) stand tied for the third-most ever by a 
Falcons player. The Falcons honored No. 58 with “Jessie Tugele Day” during halftime 
of the Falcons game vs, the Detroit Lions on December 22, 2002, 


JESSIE TUCCLE 
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2006 INDUCTEE 


JEFF VAN NOTE 

Holds Falcons team 
marks for most seasons 
played (18) and most 
consecutive games played 
(155), He is second in the 
team record books with 
246 games played and 
225 games started. Van 
Note originally came to 
the Falcons as a linebacker 
from Kentucky, but was 
moved to center by head 
coach Norm Van Brocklin 
and eventually earned the 
starting job at center in 
1970, He earned the first 
of his six Pro Bowl berths 
in 1974, Van Note is tied 
with Claude Humphrey for most Pro Bowl appearances by a Falcons player with 
six. He retired in 1986. 
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JEFF VAN NOTE 


2008 INDUCTEES 
MIKE KENN 


Kenn was a mainstay 
‘on the Falcons offensive 
line as the Michigan alum 
holds Falcons records in 
most games played and 
started (251) while ranking 
second in most seasons 
played with Atlanta (17). 
Kenn also posted a streak 
of 94 consecutive games 
played and earned Pro 
Bowl selections from 
1980-84, 


Humphrey was a first 
round pick by the Falcons 
in the 1968 NFL Draft and 
completed his career as 
the all-time sack leader 
in franchise history with 
94.5. Humphrey also ranks 
third in Atlanta annals 
with 15.6 sacks ina single 
season. He is tied for the 
franchise lead with six Pro 
Bowl selections including 
five straight from 1970-74 


CLAUDE HUMPHREY 
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2010 INDUCTEE 


DEION SANDERS 

Sanders was a three- 
time Pro Bowl starter 
during his Falcons career 
after being selected as 
the fifth overall player 
in the 1989 draft out of 
Florida State, Considered 
one of the best pure 
cornerbacks ever to 
lace up a pair of cleats, 
Sanders also doubled as 
a dangerous return man 
He was recently tabbed 
the 34th best player in the 
history of the League bya 
new NFL Films-produced 
series, The Top 100: NFL's 
Greatest Players. Sanders’ 
Falcons career started in memorable fashion as he returned a punit 68 yards for 
a touchdown in his first NFL game as a rookie against the Los Angeles Rams at 
Fulton County Stadium, Sanders’ All-Rookie season also included him leading all 
first-year defensive backs with five interceptions and becoming the first Falcons 
player to ever appear on the cover of Sports Illustrated (an Nov. 13, 1989) 


DEION SANGERS 


During his productive Falcons career from 1989-93, “Prime Time” established 
12 club records for such marks as: most interceptions for touchdowns (2), longest 
punt retum (7t yards), most punt return touchdowns (2), most KOR yards (3,063), 
most KOR touchdowns (3), longest kickoff return (100t), most combined return 
touchdowns (8), and most combined return yards (3,967). among others. The 
electrifying Sanders scored a total of 10 touchdowns in a Falcons uniform on five 
returns, three interceptions, and two receptions. 


2013 INDUCTEE 
GERALD RIGGS 


Riggs was selected by 
the’Falcons as the ninth 
overall pick in the 1982 
NFL Draft out of Arizona 
State. He was a three-time 
Pro Bowler in his seven 
seasons in Atlanta and 
finished his Falcons career 
as the franchise's all-time 
rushing leader with 6,631 
rushing yards. Riggs tallied 
48 career touchdowns, 
which puts him second 
in team history in terms 
of rushing touchdowns 
and fifth in overall 
touchdowns. Riggs’ name 
litters the Falcons record 
books as he was one of the most prolific rushers of his time. 


CERALD RIGGS 
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2017 INDUCTEE 


WARRICK DUNN 
Dunn signed with the 
Falcons as a free agent 
in 2002 and spent six 
seasons with the team. 
During his time in Atlanta, 
Dunn gained 5,981 rushing 
yards - fourth-most in 
Falcons history - and 
30 touchdowns while 
averaging 4.2 yards per 
carry. He caught 204 
passes during his career 
with the Falcons - second- 
most among running 
backs in franchise history 
~ for 1,635 yards ~ third- 
most among Atlanta 
running backs - and six 
touchdowns, From 2004-06, Ounn had three consecutive 1,000-yard rushing 
seasons, including his lone Pro Bowl year with the Falcons in 2005. Dunn became 
part of NFL history in 2006, when he and quarterback Michael Vick became the 
first running back-quarterback duo to rush for 1,000 yards, apiece, in 2003, Dunn 
became a minority owner of the Falcons, the fifth person to earn this role. 


WARRICK DUNN 


2013 INDUCTEE 
RODDY WHITE 


Roddy White, the 
11th member of the 
Falcons Ring of Honor, 
was selected by the 
Atlanta Falcons in the 
first round of the 2005 
NFL Draft. White spent 
all 11 seasons of his NFL 
career with the Falcons, 
ending his run as the 
all-time leading receiver in 
franchise history, In that 
time, White caught 808 
passes for 10,863 yards 
and 63 touchdowns. 


An All-Pro and four- 


time Pro Bowler, White 
gained at least 1,000 


receiving yards in six straight seasons beginning in 2007. His best year came in 
2010, when White caught 115 passes for 1,389 yards and 10 touchdowns. 
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2022 INDUCTEE 
= TODD MCCLURE 


The 237th overall 
pick of the 1999 NFL 
Draft, McClure became a 
franchise stalwart early in 
his career. Known for his 
grit and toughness, the 
Baton Rouge, La., native 
spent his entire 14-year 
career in Atlanta playing 
197 games and making 
195 starts. McClure set 
a club record, starting 
144 consecutive games 
between 2001and 2010. 
‘When he retired following 
the 2012 season, only jeff 
Van Note and Mike Kenn 
had played more seasons 
and started more games in Atlanta. "Mud Ouck" was a two-time member of USA 
Today's All-Joe Team, honoring unsung players that were not recognized with 
Pro Bowl selections each season. What he lacked in award recognition; McClure 
made up for in production as he anchored the offensive line for some of the most 
prolific units in franchise history. 


TODD MCCLURE 


He blocked for four 1,000-yard rushers including Michael Vick (2006) who became 
the first quarterback to reach that milestone, as well as Michael Turner (2008 & 
2010), Warrick Dunn (2004, 2005 & 2006), and Jamal Anderson (2000). In 2006, 
McClure was part of the first offense in NFL history to boast a pair of 1,000-yard 
rushers at quarterback and running back when Vick and Dunn accomplished that feat. 
During his career, the Falcons posted five 10-win seasons, reached the postseason 
six times, and appeared in two conference championship games. 
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83 Billion Cans 
Recycled by Novelis annually 


60 Days 


The time it takes for a recycled 
can to be back on the shelf 
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Novells 


Official Recycling Partner of the Atlanta Falcons 


